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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PROFESSOR WILLIAM HOLFORD, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
has been appointed architect for rebuilding St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
p. 110 


216 DESIGNS have been submitted in the open competition for 
Coventry Cathedral. The award is expected to be made in 
the middle of August. p. 110 


THE CORPORATION OF LONDON invites architects to 
submit designs in competition for a housing schemé on a site 
in Golden-lane, Finsbury, E.C. The site plan for the com- 
petition is illustrated and the conditions outlined on p. 110 


PROPOSALS for developing two further units of the City of 
London: came before the Common Council this week. p. 126 


THE DEATH is announced of Mr. Arthur #. Davis, R.A., 
architect of the Ritz Hotel. p. 127 


THE JOINT CONTRACTS TRIBUNAL have made recom- 
mendations designed to obviate the contractor’s difficulty in 
making last-minute adjustments to tenders to cover wage or 
materials increases. p. 130 


AN INCREASE IN WAGES, a guaranteed week of 44 hours 
and 14 days’ paid holiday were claims made for building 
operatives by Mr. Harry Adams in his presidential address to 
the A.U.B.T.W. on Monday. p. 134 
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THE LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


THE Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects 

has just re-affirmed its strong disapproval (originally 
expressed in 1939) of the methods of the London Building 
Conference in regard to price-fixing arrangements. This is a 
matter of such vital importance to the building industry that 
it is worth while to examine both sides of the question. The 
duty of the architect to protect the building owner is obvious 
and understandable ; so also is the desire of the building 
contractor to protect himself from the worst effects of un- 
regulated price competition. Does the London ‘Builders’ 
Conference fulfil a useful purpose or is it merely a means of 
assuring guaranteed profits without improying efficiency in 
management and organisation technique ? 


The reason advanced for the establishment of the ‘confer- 
ence 14 years ago was the growing intensity of competition 
which, it was alleged, had got back to the law of the jungle. 
The normal laws of free competition, it was said, did not 
apply to the building industry where the bulk of the work is 
not carried out under factory conditions, i.e., with fixed plant 
and a definite labour force regularly employed. The bulk 
of building labour is drawn from a common pool, being 
recruited for the job and liable-to discharge when their part 
of the work is completed. Each firm competing for a con- 
tract can tender for it as if the whole of the labour required 
were on its own establishment ; thus giving the effect of a 
potential productive capacity many times its real value. 
Plant, too, can be hired for the job. Competition is no 
longer localised as easy transport enables contractors to: 
compete effectively over a wide area. 


The product of the industry is sold not only before it is. 
made but even before the precise conditions under which it 
has to be made are known. There are, during construction, 
many and constant variations from the plans and specifica-- 
tions upon which the tender is submitted. In addition, there 
has been a development in specialised sub-contracting by 
firms nominated by the architect ; it is by no means unknown 
to find that-as much as two-thirds of a contract consists of 
prime cost items and provisional sums. Thus the growing 
competition of the general contractors is restricted to a narrow- 
ing field. 


While responsible contractors normally endeavour to carry 
out the specifications and give a good job, there are firms who 
are not so careful. To “get out” on an unremunerative 
tender, often has led to an unscrupulous contractor 
resorting to sharp practice, particularly on variations and 
extras. Competitive tendering, again, is expensive and adds 
to the builder’s on-costs. If a builder tenders a dozen times 
before he tenders once successfully his costing overheads. 
are proportionately increased. The term “tenders free” 
has, therefore, no significance. 


How does the Conference scheme work ? It often happens 
that there are included in the invitation to tender several firms. 
who do not want the contract but are unwilling to decline lest 
this may prejudice their chance of being invited on future 
occasions. (So usual a practice is this that, in fact, the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects and Builders have 
issued recommendations on the subject.*) They therefore: 
submit a high price. Experience has shown that such prices 
normally come in the top third of the list. The remaining 
two-thirds if properly priced should not normally show a wide 
variation. The average of the bottom two-thirds is then 





* The Builder, July 13, 1951, p. 61. 
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adopted by the Conference as the measure of the Fair Price 
which it seeks to obtain. Conference members are required 
to notify to the Chairman their “ preliminary price’ and he 
has discretion to direct members to increase their prices by a 
sum not more than that required to raise the lowest price to 
the Fair Price, the order of the competitors remaining un- 
changed. The winning competitor is then required to pay to 
the Conference the amount so added and this is distributed 
among those taking part in the competition. There may also 
be another fixed addition similarlv repayable to the members 
to cover the cost of tendering, 


This is, we think, a fair statement of the case for the Con- 
ference. We do not think it is at all a convincing case. It 
is based on the assumption that all competition in the building 
industry is vicious and suicidal and that the potential bank- 
rupt must be protected against himself at the expense of the 
building owner. There is nothing in the-Conference methods 
which will tend to keep the industry on its toes. It may 
remain as flat-footed as ever, but the prize for the winner will 
be greater and there will be consolation prizes for all runners. 
Architects must still continue to protect their clients’ interests 
by nominating specialist sub-contractors to carry out (not 
on a price competitive basis) all the more highly skilled opera- 
tions, the function of the building contractor remaining that 
of an agent-cum-pay-clerk, shedding all responsibility on to the 
architect and exercising as little initiative as he cares. 


It may well be agreed that the system of competitive pricing 
on full plans, specifications and bills of quantities is not 
perfect, and.that the R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract 
protects the contractors’ interests to the last degree and does 
nothing to foster efficient management. The Conference 
system does nothing to improve this state of affairs. At least 
one firm has suggested an alternative method of contracting 
which does give incentive to good management. The possi- 
bility of alternative methods should be seriously considered 
by the industry. An increase in commercial or speculative 
building, not only of small houses but also of blocks of offices 
and flats and of factory estates, would, we think, bring out the 
best in management. If more of such work were being under- 
taken it would be possible to compare relative prices and speed 
of production as between the commercial and the contracting 
systems. The most efficient builders and operatives would be 
attracted to this class of work, and only the flat-footed residue 
would be available’ for contracting, with results which 
would soon become apparent. The efficiency of the industry 
would be improved and the stigma of the price ring removed. 


FESTIVAL ARCHITECTURE AND 
THE FUTURE 


GREAT exhibitions, it has been often said, are the experi- 

mental nurseries of new ideas, foreshadowing the shape 
of things to come. This would appear to be only partially 
true, for it is difficult to recall any enduring consequences of, 
say, the White City or Wembley, apart from two capacious 
stadia. Nevertheless, there is some truth in the generalisation, 
and already there is speculation and apprehension about the 
possible consequences of that festive collection of buildings 
on the South Bank. One distinguished architect of the 
Left has said that our ancestors of 1851 ‘‘ would be as pleased 
as we are surprised to discover that it has actually happened 
in England. The diversity of winding roads down which the 
once opposed armies of the Modern Movement have been 
marching have converged and met . . . the architect has at 
last rejoined the engineer on the broad highway.”’ Another 
distinguished architect, this time of the Right, has written : 
““Gone are the restrained qualities which at one time dis- 
tinguished world exhibitions. ... Everything tries to repre- 
sent something it is not; even architects pose as men of 
science, which they never will be, while some band together 
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in the hope of recognition as semi-engineers..... The 
exhibition of 1951 has already followed in the tracks of its 
more spectacular predecessor of a 100 years ago. The 
reaction against its experimental mechanical novelties is 
already evident.” Here, plainly, is what radio critics are 
fond of calling a ‘‘ dichotomy,”’ complete and irreconcilable. 


Who is right? Only a seer or a fortune-teller would care 
to say. What is beyond dispute is that architecture is no 
longer the art that it was ; much that passes for architecture 
to-day is, in fact, barely distinguishable from structural 
engineering, though it is doubtful whether the architect is 
any more dependent on the engineer now than he has been for 
many years past. Since the advent of the steel frame and 
reinforced concrete, how many architects have designed the 
structural frames of their buildings whenever these have been 
of a kind involving difficult mathematical calculations ? 
Few, probably, for except in the case of.an occasional genius 
like Wren, mathematical and aesthetic qualities are anti- 
pathetic. One of the most successful architects of the present 
century, a doughty winner of competitions, had no hesitation 
in declaring that he would never think of designing his 
structural steel ; another, no less distinguished, had his own 
rule-of-thumb method of calculations but admitted that he 
preferred to rely on his consulting engineer. The growth 
of large firms of structural steel manufacturers with highly 
qualified staffs of engineers ready to do the designing has, 
in fact, long relieved the architect of this branch of practice 
if he has been unable or unwilling to undertake it. The 
South Bank buildings, therefore, bring no innovation in 


‘ practice, and if they are to have any lasting effect on archi- 


tectural design it may be only to stimulate the modern 
tendency to reveal structure. 


If architecture is to be nothing more than revealed structure. 


why, some may ask, employ an architect? Any competent 
engineer, it may be said, should be able to design buildings ; 
the civil engineers have long been alive to the possibilities 
and their training now includes a course in aesthetics. Their 
weakness, however, is that they are not trained fundamentally 
in the planning and design of buildings, which is more an 
art than a science ; the architect studies this intensively, and 
at his best is highly skilled in it. How many engineers are 


capable of undertaking the wide range of work in town - 


planning and building that falls to the lot of the architect— 
the hundred-and-one sorts of building, many a specialist 
study, that go to serve the community? There is no need to 
labour the point. Architecture and structure are inseparable ; 
architecture and structural engineering, however, are often 
no more than complementary, and then offer a field of fruitful 
co-operation rather than one of jealous exclusiveness. 


The South Bank Exhibition, therefore, need not be regarded 
as a threat to the survival of the architect, though it may well 
encourage the reflection that structure is not necessarily 
architecture. Current theory and the austerity of the times 
have conspired to. produce an architecture of emaciation ; 
leanness could hardly go further. Reaction must come, and 
when it does it must surely bring some return of humanistic 
quality. Indeed, that part of the exhibition known as the 
Festival Gardens, in Battersea Park—gay, decorative, nostalgic 
—may itself contain the seed of architectural rejuvenation. 
It is significant that the avant garde, who have done so much 
to bring about the present phase of functional austerity in 
architecture—who were recently extolling the quaint charm 
of the Victorian Gin Palace, and are currently turning apprecia- 
tive eyes on the early Gothic Revival—are themselves en- 
tranced with the frivolous pastiche of Battersea Park. This 
may not be too good a sign, for, with their lack of stability 
and love of extremes, they might soon be claiming rococo 
decadence as the highest form of architectural art. Never- 
theless, a straw has its use in showing the way the wind blows, 
and those who rail at the Festival because of the South Bank 
may yet live to praise it because of Battersea Park. 





duly 2 


N 
DR. 
DE 


Dr. 
visitor 
South 
gaiety 
their 
revolu 
the Ba 
to a ¢ 
was C: 
the §& 
and 
perma 
there 
the e 
would 
patter 


API 
positiy 
tional: 
Gropi 
somet 
tempo 
have 
with 
steelw 
strikes 
tional 
preser 
dilem: 
frankl 
struct 
renais 
auster 
at sele 
zsthet 
“ an 
whate 
to sol 


R.C.4 


THI 
that \ 
has b 








pres 

















July 27 1951 


NOTES & NEWS 


DR. GROPIUS AND APPEIED 
DECORATION 


Dr. WALTER GROPIUS, now a welcome 
visitor to this country, has been to the 
South Bank and enjoyed the lightness and 
gaiety of its buildings, which in fact owe 
their existence in some measure to the 
revolution in design which he began in 
the Bauhaus at Weimar in 1918. According 
to a correspondent of The Observer, he 
was careful to point out that the work on 
the South Bank is “ exhibition style,” 
and not necessarily appropriate for 
permanent buildings. He noted that 
there was not much applied decoration at 
the exhibition, but thought that that 
would come when we had “ an established 
pattern of society.” 


Applied decoration has hitherto been 
positively abhorrent to the true func- 
tionalist, and it is significant that Dr. 
Gropius should now seem to think that 
something of the sort is needed in con- 
temporary design. Some modernists who 
have felt the need have already flirted 
with the idea of treating the rivets in 
steelwork decoratively, but that surely 
strikes at the very foundations of func- 
tional belief, besides shirking the problem 
presented by welding. One way out of the 
dilemma would be to treat decoration 
frankly as addenda planted on to the 
structure for visual delight, following the 
renaissance tradition of relieving unduly 
austere fag¢ades with crushes of sculpture 
at selected points. This is a problem in 
zsthetics; it seems doubtful whether 
“an established pattern of society,” 
whatever that may mean, will do anything 
to solve it. 


R.C.A. NEW READERSHIP 


Tue Royat COLLEGE OF ART announces 
that Mr. Hugh Casson, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
has been appointed Reader in Interior 
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THE ANNUAL MATCH between the Vitruvians XI and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, played at Snaresbrook on July 22, ended in a draw. Scores are on page 118. 


Seen above is the National Federation XI. 


Second from the right is Mr. Stephen Hudson 


(president). 





Design and will take up his duties in 
September. In common with others 
holding senior appointments at the College, 
Mr. Casson will continue his professional 
practice. - 


The Department of Interior Design 
is a new one, intended to train professional 
practitioners in this subject and to act as 
a co-ordinating link between the other 
Schools in the College which are con- 
cerned with domestic productions of 
various kinds, e.g. furniture and textiles. 
The work of the Department will be at 
an advanced level and most candidates 
will be expected to have architectural 
qualifications. Pas 





BUILDERS AT CRICKET 


THE second annual cricket match 
between the~- National Federation of 
Building ‘Trades Employers and _ the 


Vitruvians was played on Sunday, and 
left drawn. Behind the name of the 
Vitruvians hide, somewhat shyly, repre- 
sentatives of the technical Press of the 
industry, whose enthusiasm for cricket, 
if not in every case quite equalled by 
their skill, has led them into a number 
of games with architects and builders 
during the past two seasons. The National 
Federation, of course, can turn out a very 
strong side, and on Sunday they had 
put on 194 for the loss of two wickets 





THE REILLY MEDAL. The first Reilly Medal and Prize has been won by Miss Margery Thomas (seen above) who has this year graduated 
as B.Arch. with first-class honours at Liverpool School of Architecture. This award, founded by past students of the late Sir Charles Reilly, was 


presented on Monday by Dr. }. F. Mountford, Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University. The subject chosen by Miss Thomas for her thesis design 


was an R.N.V.R. Club to be erected in St. James’s-place, London. 








110 


when a thunderstorm broke over the 
ground, interrupting play for two hours. 
Before that, F. A. Ridgeon (who had 
proved a thorn in the flesh in last year’s 
match) had scored an attractive and 
hard-hit century. In the 100 minutes 
left for play, the Vitruvians considered 
that they had done enough to satisfy 
honour by scoring 77 for nine wickets, 
the game thus being left drawn. 


These games, in which each side 
alternately acts as host, are most pleasant 
affairs, and do much to promote a good 
feeling within the industry. The Federa- 
tion XI came from all parts of the country, 
J. A. Bird skipping a Lancashire League 
game in order to be present, while London, 
Bristol, Leeds, Cambridge and Maid- 
stone sent representatives. 


The match was graced by the presence 
of a number of distinguished visitors and 
their ladies, including Mr. Stephen Hud- 
son (the National President), Mr. Stanley 
Hearder (National Director), Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, Mr. Arthur Stiles, 
Mr. R. Morgan Jones, Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes, and Mr. Fred Payne, director of 
the Cement Marketing Company, which 
had kindly lent their beautiful ground at 
Snaresbrook. The splendid arrangements 
for the comfort of the teams and spectators 
made by Mr. J. E. Grove, welfare officer 
of the C.M.C., added much to the pleasure 
of a day which even the English summer 
could not defeat. 


SCHOOL OF PLANNING 


Tue board of management of the School 
of Planning and Research for Regional 
Development announces with great regret 
the impending retirement at the end of 
this year of the principal of. the school, 
Mr. E. A. A. Rowse, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., A.M.1.Struct.E. The school 
was founded by Mr. Rowse as a depart- 
ment of the Architectural Association in 
1935 when he was principal of the A.A. 
School of Architecture, and became an 
independent institution under his direc- 
tion in 1938. During the war, Mr. 
Rowse served in the Army in the Middle 
and Far East, but returned to resume his 
former position at the School of Planning 
in 1948. 

The Board intends that the school 
should carry on in the tradition founded 
by Mr. Rowse, and proposes in due course 
to appoint a successor. 


REBUILDING ST. THOMAS’S 


ProFessoR WILLIAM Ho .rForp, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., has been appointed architect 
for the rebuilding of St. Thomas’s 
Hospital. 


ARCHITECT’S WILL 


Mr. HersertT Tupor BucKLAND, of 
Edgbaston, for many years architect to 
the Birmingham Education Committee, 
left £34,827. 


N.F.B.T.E. REGIONAL DIRECTOR 


THe NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILD- 
ING TRADES EMPLOYERS (South-Western 
Region) invite applications for the position 
of Regional Director /Secretary at a salary 
of £1,500 per annum. Details advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 
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PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. WICKSTEAD, SON AND FEw (Harry E. Few,, 
F.R.LC.S.), Gaveece quantity ouscetaey have now 


returned to Danes Inn. House, 265, Strand, _W.C.2 


(Tel: Holborn 2069). 


Mar. GRAHAM ie gn F.R.LC.S., chemaped quantity 
surveyor, has mov remises at 8, Craven- 
road, aren 5 wa (Tel. : Amb 1871), which will 
now become the d office for all business purposes, 
correspondence, — 


COMING EVENT 


TUESDAY, JULY 31 


COUNCIL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF RURAL ENGLAND. 
—Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P. 
on “ Threat to London’s Countrysid a.” -5R, Great 
George-street, S.W.1. 3.30 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, Fuly 26, 1851 

THe New House or ComMMons.—The 
House of Commons has been remodelled, 
and is now completed, ready for occupa- 
tion. The acoustic effect of the changes 
has been but partially tried as yet. We 
sincerely hope that a fair chance will be 
given to it, and that it will prove satis- 
factory. The ventilation and warm- 
ing of the House of Commons is, as our 
readers know, under the direction of 
Dr. Reid. Fresh air will be brought in 
through innumerable holes in the metal 
floor, and is to be taken out through 
spaces left round every panel in the 
ceiling, whence it is gathered into a flue. 
The same arrangement is made in the 
lobbies. ‘The speaker has a private hot- 
water plate in the House for his feet, and 
so have the Ministers and the leaders of 
the Opposition. ‘ 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Coventry Cathedral Designs 


The open competition for designs for 
Coventry Cathedral closed on July 20. 
The competition has attracted 216 entries, 
including eight from overseas. The award 
of the assessors, Sir Percy Thomas, Mr. 
Edward Maufe, and Mr. Howard Robert- 
son, is expected by about the middle of 
August. 


A City of London Housing 
Scheme 


Foe Corporation of London invites 
architects to submit designs in 
competition for a housing scheme on a 
site in Golden-lane, Finsbury, E.C. For 
the purpose of the competition, 
“ Architect” means any person registered 
under the Architects (Registration) Acts, 
1931 and 1938. Mr. Donald H. 
McMorran, F.R.I.B.A., will act as assessor. 
Awards will be: Design placed first, 
1,000 gns.; second, 700 gns.; third, 
500 gns.; and fourth, 300 gns. 

Designs must reach The Town Clerk, 
Corporation of London, 55-61, Moorgate, 
E.C.2, not later than 5 p.m. on January 31, 
1952, from whom conditions are obtain- 
able on deposit of 2 gns. Questions must 
be received not later than August 31 next. 

Plans of the site, the gross area of which, 
including positions of surrounding streets, 
is 4.7 acres, will be supplied with the 





HOUSING FOR THE CITY CORPORATION. Reproduced above is the Site Plan for this 
competition, further details of which will be found under Competition News. 
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Conditions. With the exception of a 
small portion lying within the City 
boundary the site is in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Finsbury; the Finsbury 
Borough Council will, therefore, be the 
principal sanitary authority under the 
L.C.C. The buildings were destroyed 
by bombing in 1940, and the site was 
subsequently used as a rubble tip, and 
it will be necessary to excavate at least 
to old basement level for foundations 
to all new buildings. The building still 
standing at No. 49, Fann-street may be 
disregarded. It may be assumed that 
all existing roads within the site will be 
closed ; the only new roads required will 
be the estate roads to serve the buildings 


POPULATION DENSITY 


The L.C.C. is the planning authority 
for the site. The population density 
approved is 200 persons per acre (gross). 
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As no deduction need be made in respect 
of the community building, etc., the 
total population may be approximately 
940 persons, to be calculated on the basis 
of 1.1 persons per habitable room (exclud- 
ing working kitchens), and it is desired to 
obtain as many dwellings as possible 
within this limit. The planning authority 
will test the lay-out and design of buildings 
by means of the Daylighting Code, as 
described in ‘‘ The Re-development of 
Central Areas” (Stationery Office, 
12s. 6d.). 

The Corporation will apply to the 
L.C.C. for permission to adopt a ceiling 
height of 8 ft., but it must be assured that 
no habitable room may rely for lighting 
and ventilation solely on .a window 
overhung by a balcony. 


Dwellings of various types are to be’ 


provided, so far as practicable, in the 
following proportions: 1-room dwellings 
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(living-room with bed recess), 5 per cent. ; 
2-room dwellings (living-room and 1 bed- 
room), 35 per cent.; 3-room dwellings 
(living-room and 2 bedrooms), 45 per 
cent.; 4-room dwellings (living-room 
and 3 bedrooms), 15 per cent. So far 
as practicable dwellings of these various 
types should be distributed through the 
scheme. A children’s playground must 
be included. and a shelter near the 
community building; the remainder of 
the open space to be laid out as gardens 
to be maintained by the Corporation. The 
approximate cost of the whole of the lay- 
out, including planting, must be given in 
the estimate of cost. 

The community building may be 
placed anywhere on the site, at ground 
level, but must not be incorporated in 
a block of dwellings. Accommodation 
required is a hall, of 1,200 ft. super, and 
ancillary rooms and services. 





L.C.C. FLATS 


Type Plans for Balcony Access 
Dwellings 


r [= Housing Committee of the L.C.C., 
in April last approved new type 
plans for staircase-access flats (illustrated 
in The Builder for May 4). Plans for a new 
balcony-access type have now been 
approved and are illustrated. The new 
type of flat, to be known as BA/B, ranges 
from one to four rooms and is so designed 
as to obviate bedrooms: overlooking the 
access balcony. It has a compact working 
kitchen with separate access from the hall, 
and, to facilitate the serving of meals and 
to permit the supervision of children in 
the living-room or on the balcony, a 
sliding door will be provided between the 
kitchen and the living-room. There will 
be room for a pram in the hall. The new 
flats will show a small overall reduction 
in cost compared with the present balcony- 
access types. The designs have been 
prepared in the department of the archi- 
tect, Mr. Robert H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., 
Mr. H.J. Whitfield Lewis, A.R.I.B.A.,being 
the principal housing architect in charge. 
52° 2% 
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Balcony- Access Type BA.B1, 1 
room flat in 3 or § storey blocks. 
Overall area 407 sq. ft. 

















Balcony-Access Type BA.B.2, 2 room 
flat in 3 or § storey blocks. Overall area 
509 sq. ft. 









































Balcony-Acces: Type BA.B.3, 3 room flat in 3 or § storey 
blocks. Overall area 642 sq. ft 
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Balcony-Access Type BA.B.4, 4 room 



































flat in 3 or § storey 
blocks. Overall area 719 sq. ft. 
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THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 


THE PLEASURE GARDENS, BATTERSEA 
Reviewed by EDWARD PASSMORE, ARIBA 


YEAR OR TWO AGO, when the 

idea of the Battersea Pleasure 
Gardens was formulating itself in the 
mind of Mr. Herbert Morrison, it became 
everybody’s guess as to their ultimate 
form and_ expression. Thoughts of 
Ranelagh, Vauxhall and Cremorne were 
naturally evoked interspersed with the 
nostalgic gemiutlich of Vienna’s Prater 
and’ the Tivoli Gardens at Copenhagen. 
How, in fact, would the architecture of 
pleasure find shape—in variations on 
traditional themes or in new media 
expressive of contemporary architectural 
thought and translated into terms of 


‘fun’? ?. It can be taken as a tribute to 
the designing panel’s affection for the 
past that the* former choice was made, 
and that trim’ Georgian and Victorians 
without tears appear to be the major 


notes expressed in the general design, and 
such a choice of design is at once 
innocuous, diverting, whimsical and, with 
only a few exceptions, thoroughly enjoyable 
to see. 


APPROACH BY WATER 


Undoubtedly the best approach to the 
Gardens is by river. From the South 
Bank it is a mere fifteen minutes, the 
journey is, to say.the least, picturesque, 
and the arrival at the charmingly 
designed landing-stage is a nice prelude 
to pleasures to come. One cannot help 
comparing such a neat journey with 
that of Horace Walpole on his visit to a 
subscription night at Vauxhall, when he 
found Westminster Bridge so jammed 
with traffic that he got out of his 
carriage half way across “‘ climbed through 
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wheels and under horses,” eventually 
arrived at the Gardens, walked round 
them twice and hurriedly left ! 


The river entry quickly puts one on to 
the main concourse—well treed and 
flanked by little shops. Perhaps a 
chance was missed here of achieving 
complete co-ordination, for many of the 
shops and kiosks could have been given 
better ‘siting, yet their individual design 
is forthright and attractive. At the western 
end of the avenue are the Vista Arcades, 
designed by John Piper and Osbert 
Lancaster. Here one passes between two 
towers, Gothic by derivation, admitting 
to an air of fantasy by their general line 
and colour. The designers have taken 
the banalities of Victorian Gothic and 
translated them into terms of charming 
folly. From the tower end a long view is 
obtained of the Giant Fernhouse closing 
the vista which takes in on its way the 
fountain, lake and the smaller pools 
flanking the arcades. Here,ingenuity and 
colour run riot, ironwork comes into its 
own again, the whole is mannered yet 
remains enormous fun. 








KEY TO LAYOUT OF PLEASURE GARDENS 


_ 


Pleasure Gardens Pier 12 
Pier Restaurant 13 
Staff Restaurant 14 
East Gate 

Fountain Tower 

Fun Fair Piazza 

Rollercoaster 

Poolside Tavern 

Boating Pool 

South Gate 

Dragon Ride 


to 
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Festival Fair 23 
Garden Buffet 

Peter Pan Railway 25 
Children’s Zoo 26 
Aviary 27 
Pavilion Buffet 28 
: 29 & 30 Vista Tea House 
Bandstand 31 
Bandstand Beer Garden 
Dance Pavilion 

Giant Fernhouse 


Flower Garden 


Fountain Lake 
Station Snack Bar 


Cresent Restaurant 
Vista Beer Garden 


Vista Arcades 
32 West Gate 
33 Admin. Offices 


Emett Railway Station 
Lakeside Stage and The Tent 


34 The Riverside Rooms 


Riverside Theatre 
Grotto 

Aviary Restaurant 
Shops 

The Amphitheatre 
The Terrace Tea Shop 
Music Pavilion 
Treetop Walk 
Festival Clock 
Refreshment Bar 
Refreshment Bar 
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Festival Gardens by 
night. Dimly seen in 
background is the 
Giant Fernhouse 
(backing for the fire- 
works) and in fore- 
ground is the Dance 
Hall. 


The Dance Pavilion, designed by Mr. 
James Gardner, is a lush affair; here a 
giant tent is covered with brown and 
yellow striped canvas with an inner lining. 
It is supported by a steel pole held erect 
by four guy lines. Winches for raising the 
tent are concealed in the seats around the 
centre pole. ‘The Crescent Restaurant, 
designed by Mr. Patrick Gwynne, could 


Far Tottering’ Station, one of two stations on the Emett Railway, designed 
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be said to be an essay in Viennese rococo, 
a style eminently suited to the architecture 
of pleasure; the design has the charm 
inherent in the style—at once decorative, 
sugary and sophisticated. 


THE RESTAURANTS 


The two restaurants, the Riverside 
Rooms and the Pier Restaurant (both by 


by Rowland Emett. Harrison and Seel, AA.RIBA, architects. 


James Gardner) are well worth a visit 
(though one is definitely expensive !). 
Here Mr. Gardner’s talent for decorative 
effect is well displayed; the colour is 
very good, and at night with the superb 
lighting both places take on an added 
quality. Pleasure Gardens one supposes 
must cater for “‘ all classes”’ in the sense 
that expensive and inexpensive cafés 


A section of the Parade, the main shopping centre. The 


Fountain Tower is in the background. 
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must be provided (though there are 
some exceptions abroad, as for instance 
in Salzburg at festival time when eminent 
conductors and many an Austrian countess 
have been seen eating at the same table 
as the lowliest tripper), but perhaps the 
famous initials ‘‘ A.B.C.”’ could have been 
played down rather more than has 
happened. 


THE EXHIBITION FURNITURE 


As at the South Bank, the important 
aspect of the design of lamp-posts, signs, 
etc., has not been. overlooked; one 
notices particulaily the charming litter 
basket supports, the clever lamp-post 
design and many well-lettered sign posts, 
etc. Too much stress can hardly be laid 
upon this ; badly designed street furniture 
is still all too common to-day. 


Should one tire of the Gardens them- 
selves, the Fun Fair is at hand, with 
attractions which range from Pauline 
the Ice Girl (she lies in an ice coffin for 
ten minutes) to the Roller Coaster (not 
so terrifying as some!), or again the Far 
Tottering and Oyster Creek Railway ; 
Emett fans and the children love it. 


Broadly speaking the Gardens are a 
success. Some of the ideas are perhaps 
stylised, and “‘ Victoriana ”’ is an acquired 
taste, for in essence it lacks real gaiety 
and its impact is not universal in the sense 
that Georgian or even our old friend 
Viennese rococo is. ‘To have standard- 
ised the whole scheme of design would, 
of course, have been a mistake, for in the 
name of “fun” almost anything goes ; 
in fact, the more varied the theme and 
individual the styles the more diverting the 





DANCE PAVILION: ¥AMES GARDNER, OBE, RDI, DESIGNER. 
ROGER PULLEN, FRIBA (DALGLEISH AND PULLEN), ARCHITECT 
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final result. On that basis the Battersea 
Gardens almost defy criticism. The 
layout conforms to no particular theory, 
but every point of interest is easily 
accessible from the three gates and the 
river approach. They reflect the greatest 
credit on James Gardner, O.B.E., R.D.I., 
the chief designer; Harrison and Seel, 
AA.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1., the chief 
architects; and upon the consultants, 
C. V. Blumfield, A.M.I.C.E. (structural), 
H. E. Baker, A.M.I.E.E. (electrical), and 
W. J. Woolgar, M.R.San.I., (sanitary). 
Sub-contracting and_ specialist firms 
engaged are listed elsewhere. 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF NIGHT 


Undoubtedly, the best time to see the 
Gardens is at night; the lighting is 
superb, and many of the designs, which 
in daylight appear somewhat pedestrian, 
take on a new lease of life. In truth, such 
design as this is night architecture, in 
which the frequent water and_ the 
diversified styles, the whole brilliantly 
lit, provide a brilliant scene. 


On our way back by river we heard a 
gnarled reactionary complaining that he 
couldn’t see much point in it. Possibly 
such a remark could be taken as the highest 
of compliments—is there much “ point” 
in pleasure, anyway ?—for pleasure is not 
necessarily intellectual. I came away 
from Battersea amused at what I had seen, 
admiring the ingenuity of many of the 
designs, and still puzzled why Pauline 
the Ice Girl didn’t catch pneumonia. 
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The aerial act in progress in front of the Crescent Restaurant. 


Below: The Fun Fair piazza, entrance to the Fun Fair, designed by 


Hans Tisdall. Harrison and Seel, AA.RIBA, Architects. 
right ts the Hall of the Centaurs. 


On the 
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Preliminary sketch plan for the AVIARY TEA GARDENS. Designed and drawn by 
HUGH CASSON, MA, FRIBA 
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AMPHITHEATRE 


ROGER PULLEN, FRIBA 
(DALGLIESH AND 
PULLEN), ARCHITECT 


Right : The theatre. 
Below: The plan. 
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THE LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL on August 1, 1944, decided 
that in the preparation of the post-primary 
part of the L.C.C.’s Development Plan 
for education in London, the plan “‘ should 
aim at establishing a system of compre- 
hensive high schools throughout the 
Administrative County of London, pro- 
viding for all pupils equal opportunity 
for physical, intellectual. social and 
spiritual development, which, whilst taking 
advantage of the practical interests of the 
pupils, should make the full development 
of personality the first objective.” At its 
meeting on July 17, the Council considered 
estimates for the following new schools :— 


Strand Comprehensive School, Lambeth, 
new buildings for 2,210 boys, £651,562 ; 
Putney Park Lane Comprehensive School, 
Wandsworth, new buildings for 2,210 
boys and girls, £612,000 ; Parliament Hill 
Comprehensive School, St. Pancras, new 
buildings for 850 pupils to make the total 
number of places, including those in the 
existing. buildings, up to 1,360 (girls), 
£395,870 ; Holloway Comprehensive 
School, Islington, new buildings for 850 
pupils to make the total number of places, 
including those in existing buildings, up 
to 1,360 (boys), £370,755 ; and Lewisham 
Prendergast School, Lewisham, County 
Complement, new buildings for 1,190 
girls, £361,700. Estimates for a sixth 
school, King’s Park Comprehensive School 
Woolwich, new buildings for 2,210 boys 
and girls, £674,280, have already been 
approved. The London School Plan 
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View of model of the school. Below : Site plan. 


L.C.C. COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 


Putney Park Lane C.H.S., Wandsworth, S.W. 


ROBERT H. MATTHEW, ARIBA. ARCHITECT TO THE LONDON 

COUNTY COUNCIL: }. L. MARTIN, MA, FRIBA, DEPUTY ARCHI- 

TECT : S. HOWARD, LRIBA, SCHOOLS ARCHITECT: F. G. WEST, 

ARIBA, ASSISTANT SCHOOLS ARCHITECT: K. }. CAMPBELL, 
ARIBA, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT 
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contains provision for 67 comprehensive 
schools and 36 county complements to 
voluntary schools. 

Each school has presented a different 
planning and design problem. There is 
great variety in layout and design even 
among those of similar size and purpose. 
Of the three schools for 2,210 pupils, 
the Strand is designed in nine storeys, 
the King’s Park in six and Putney Park 
Lane in four. The first two and the new 
six storey school at Parliament Hill will 
have lifts to carry 30 passengers. 

The site for the new Putney Park Lane 
comprehensive high school is situated 
just north of Putney Heath. This school 
project is part of a general development 
of the Putney Park Lane area consisting 
mainly of housing in blocks of flats but 
with some cottage dwellings. Public 
buildings other than the school are also 
included within the area for future 
development. The area allocated as site 
for the C.H.S.—approximately nine acres 
in extent—is roughly rectangular in shape, 
sloping sharply to the north-east. It is 
very pleasantly planted, since it was 
originally an orchard attached to a large 
house, and every effort has been made to 
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preserve as much of these amenities as 
possible in the planning of the school. 

The school is a new mixed comprehen- 
sive high school of the largest size. 
Advantage has been taken of the sloping 
ground to place accommodation beneath 
the main teaching block as the ground 
slopes away, thus giving a most economical 
plan. .A different approach from that 
used elsewhere was made to the planning 
problem in this case, the teaching accom- 
modation being “ double-banked ” about 
a central communication space. By 
adopting this method it was found 
possible to reduce the height of the 
teaching block to four main storeys, thus 
avoiding the necessity for lifts. In 
addition to the main teaching block there 
are two further main elements in the plan 
—one consisting of the workshops and 
gymnasia and the other the main Assembly 
Hall. The latter is connected to the 
teaching units by a block containing the 
main public entrance, administration and 
library accommodation. 

The teaching spaces have been placed 
within the four-storey block, the main 
specialist rooms, i.e., housecraft and 
arts and crafts being at each end, with the 
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science laboratories and lecture rooms 
grouped in suites on the top floor at the 
head of each staircase. There is in 
addition a small geography suite at roof 
level to allow meteorological observations 
to be taken on the roof. The area of site 
surrounding the buildings is sufficient 
to enable fully adequate hard paved 
dispersal spaces to be provided—separated 
to avoid any suggestion of a “ Yard” 
environment—and ground is still available 
for planting and garden purposes. 

Construction—The structure of the 
main buildings will be in reinforced 
concrete framing with light prefabricated 
facing panels and metal windows. Face 
brickwork will also be used. Internal 
finishes generally will be of the simplest 
and most economical character in view of 
the rigid limits of cost. 

The schools division of the L.C.C. is 
arranged into sections and groups to 
enable projects of various sizes to be 
carried out under the immediate super- 
vision of the following assistant archi- 
tects : Messrs. Skilling, | Grierson, 
Stringer, Broughton, Stark, Le Mare, 
Horsfall, Boyd and Kidall. Specialist 
assistance is provided by the Senior 
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Structural Engineer, Mr. W. E. Thorow- 
good, and the Principal Assistant, Heating 
and Ventilating Section, Mr. R. Coe. 
The electrical work will be carried out 
under the direction of the Chief Engineer 
to the Council, Mr. J. Rawlinson. In 
addition, certain consulting engineers have 
assisted the Schools Division as follows :-— 
Mr. W. C. Andrews, structural engineer ; 
G. H. Buckle and Partners, heating and 
ventilating engineers; A. F. Myers and 
Partners, heating and ventilating engineers; 
and Roger Preston and Partners, heating 
and ventilating engineers. 








— eee 3 


Ss | a? Sa? ee 











































































































= 





oS, 









































= a “A 



































jute 

















Dd 


FLOOR 





























SSH TT 


TOT 














ox 








aoeseieiitahiaeans inal 
































ORAS Geog MRE CS, Op 
2 
3 
== 
} 
a Uhenisatan 
pa ees —- at cs a re a | oe a 
ba 
seole of fact 
* [-} 3 Pa 48 a 2° 





PUTNEY PARK LANE COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 





AYR ey onpeaC me 


seta 
wae 


ae 








122 


THE BUILDER 








General view of new building. For cleaning purposes a rail which carries a bosun’s chair has been 
provided under the projecting eaves. On the right is the old building. 


NEW COAL PREPARATION PLANT, CHISLET COLLIERY 
HOWARD V. LOBB, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


§ fcewm new coal preparation plant is an integral 

part of the major scheme of reorganisation and 
mechanisation at Chislet Colliery. It is designed to 
treat 220 tons of raw coal per hour, thus dealing with 
the projected maximum output of the pit (750,000 
tons a year) on a two-shift basis. The whole plant 





is housed in a modern building which has been 
architecturally designed to harmonise with the sur- 
roundings. The building is steel framed and covered 
with brickwork and appropriate areas of glazing to 
give excellent natural lighting. 

Drainage channels are constructed in the ground 
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A view taken at night. 
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The integration of plant and structure is reminiscent of a ship’s boiler room. Grid 
floors make for easy cleaning and light from the glazed walls is excellent. 





Conveyor carrying clean coal to trucks below the building. 





floor of the plant to collect all 
washing-down water, and for the 
emptying of tanks for maintenance 
purposes. This drainage is dis- 
charged to settling ponds adjacent to 
the plant so that only clean water 
need be discharged to the main 
drainage. 

In choosing the washing process 
employed and in designing the 
plant, close attention has been paid 
to the needs of the consumers to 
whom the coal is specially suited 
and to certain outstanding charac- 
teristics of the coal itself, principally 
its extreme friability and the unusual 
cleanliness of the smallest sizes. 
This latter characteristic has made 
it possible to avoid washing the fine 
coal below jin. and thus to 
eliminate the slurry difficulties 
normally associated with washeries, 
while the addition of a proportion 
of the smaller washed sizes to the 
fs in.-O in. ceal produces a con- 
trolled smalls well suited to the 
needs of the cement and electricity 
industries. The Ridley-Scholes 
process was chosen because it 
offered very gentle handling of the 
soft coal during separation and a 
sharply defined and precisely con- 
trolled separation producing a uni- 
formly clean washed product 
eminently suited to the gas industry. 

The plant incorporates two 
Ridley-Scholes baths, each of 80/90 
tons per hour capacity, served by an 
elaborate arrangement of high 
efficiency in. screens required to 
effect the difficult separation of 
slightly damp fines (damp due to 
water used for dust prevention) at 
that small size. Raw coal is first 
roughly screened at 6in. and the 
oversize is passed through two 
pick-breakers to reduce the top 
size to 6in. The recombined 
stream is then fed to the in. 
screens. At this stage any excess 
of raw coal can, if required, be by- 
passed to a 100-ton storage bunker 
for treatment later. Over-size from 
the + in. screens is then fed to the 
washing-baths. The principle 
employed in washing is to take 
advantage of the difference in 
density between coal and _ shale, 
the former having a density of about 
1.3 and the latter over 2.0. The 
medium in the washing baths is a 
finely ground suspension of iron 
ore (magnetite) in water. The 
density of this suspension is readily 
controllable at a predetermined 
value intermediate between the 
densities of coal and shale. In such 
a suspension the shale sinks to the 
bottom of the bath, when it is 
carried out of the system by a 
continuous conveyor in the bath 
bottom, while the lighter coal floats 
to the surface. The cleaned coal is 
gently paddled towards a central 
flume which carries it away to a 
series of wedge-wire screens while 
adhering magnetite is sprayed off 
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and collected for re-use and the coal 
is drained. 

Finally, the cleaned coal is sized 
at 3 in. and 4in. on a double-deck 
horizontal vibrating screen. The 
two graded sizes, namely, 6 in. by 
3in. cobbles and 3in. by }in. 
doubles, are separately loaded over 
mechanically controlled loading 
booms, while the washed coal below 
4 in. is used to upgrade the untreated 
#; in.-0 in. fines, making the third 
product a 4in.-Oin. smalls. The 
bath density is maintained at 1.55, 
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yielding a clean coal of remarkably 
steady ash content at 4.5 per cent. 

The plant was designed and built 
by the Mitchell Engineering Group, 
Ltd., of Newcastle, at a cost of 
approximately £185,000. 

The main sub-contractors were : 
Water _ clarification equipment, 
Unifloc, Ltd.; screens, Nordberg 
Manufacturing; electric motors, 
Metropolitan-Vickers ; sequence 
control and starting gear, Brookhirst 
Switchgear; lighting installation, 
A. Anderson and Sons. 


NEW COAL PREPARATION PLANT, CHISLET COLLIERY 
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Most of the plant is so large that it had to be 
erected with the steelwork. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE HOUSING RATIO 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—How refreshing to hear again a 
fine old melody! Mr. Stephen 
Hudson, President of the N.F.B.T.E., 
played it on July 13 last at the annual 
meeting of the Midland Federation, 
reported in your July 20 issue. He has 
added a few welcome grooves. ‘The six 
points he makes undoubtedly arise from 
deep and considered thinking. He will 
know that many years ago architects, 
engineers, master builders and _ their 
craftsmen said much the same thing. 
These honourable gentlemen, when 
asked the question by the prevailing 
Minister, invariably suggested a similar 
principle. Those whose privilege it may 
still be to-day to make reply to the Govern- 
mental inquiry on what is the best thing 
to be done will continue to offer unbiased 
suggestions... Their conclusions that the 
building of houses for owner-occupants 
should be increased may still fall on ears 
deafened with the reverberating of a one- 
track line of policy. 


Our strength has always lain in our 
ability to differ with one another, yet on 
the bigger issues to stick together. This 
old country has a way of ironing things 
out for itself, no matter the politics. 
Mr. Hudson has done right in playing 
again a fine tune. He may take courage 
from those who stand to-day on the brink 
of manhood. ‘That restless pride of 
ownership, our heritage, still remains 
deep within its sons and daughters. 

“Be it ever so humble . . .” are good 
words to offer to those whose views have 
become fixedly single-tracked. Good 
tunes are worth playing over and over 
again. It could be that those whose ears 
have for long been out of tune may hear, 
and bravely humble themselves to a wider 
understanding of their own fellow men 
and women. 

GorDON 'TOMALIN. 


1, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


RENTS AND REPAIRS 
"To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In reading your Editorial of 
July 13, I fail to see how an increase 
of standard rents will bring about improve- 
ment of dilapidated properties in London 
and elsewhere. Many landlords’ pro- 
perties outside the Rent Act are in a 
worse state of condition than those under 
control, and in many instances the fault 
is not wholly the landlord’s nor the fault 
of those in occupation under leasehold. 
In my view, the R.I.C.S. memorandum 
will not assure that the people will have 
better places to live in. 

For the present situation there are many 
causes, and I am going to mention a 
few. First, a stop must be put to the 
“rackets” in which many landlords and 
lessors indulge in the serving of Schedules 
of Dilapidations on those in occupation, 
who also receive a high bill of charges. 
It is a three-way racket and swindle that 
the tenant is called upon to meet during 
the course of tenancy, at the expiration 
of leases, and when re-possession has 
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been achieved by demanding an exorbi- 
tarit Sum in the way of a premium off the 
fiéw iricomer, who is often called upon to 
pay four timies as much rent for the same 
property as the former occupier. 


Not one pefifiy piece of this racket- 
money is spéfit of the property, and 
dilapidated shacks are passed on to the 
next tenants and the “‘ racket” is brought 
into operation again. 


The old-time conveyancers introduced 
this system, but in those days when a 
tenant agreed to be responsible for repairs 
he was given the advantage of obtaining 
premises on a reasonable rental basis, 
but to-day he is called upon to meet a 
high premium and pay a high rent, and 
compelled to be covenanted to undertake 
substantial repairs to the premises he 
rents. I know of premises let pre-war. at 
£75 per annum exclusive which have now 
reached a figure of £728 per annum, and 
the tenant is expected to ‘carry out 
repairs; if he is unable to fulfil his 
obligations (due to the results of a war 
or because he cannot secure a building 
licence) he is threatened with’ litigation 
for re-possession. I hope the law will 
put a stop to such “ rackets” and give 
the right to lessees to purchase the free- 
hold of premises over 50 years old at the 
market price current in 1914. 


Another catise of dilapidated properties 
is the system of owners being compelled 
to obtain a building licence from the 
M.o.W., Regent’s Park. In my files I 
have a number of refusals by this Ministry 
for silly and stupid reasons—that a 
licence cannot be granted because the 
premises are not occupied, or because 
an improvement of the property is 
desired, or because the trade does not 
suit the particular premises, or because 
the trade is not being exported, or because 
the w.c. is in the wrong place, or because 
of Government policy. All these “ be- 
causes” are given as reasons by the 
M.o.W., and I find that the licensing 
authorities at Regent’s Park are the 
country’s, greatest offenders in not prac« 
tising what they preach. The palatial 
residences at Regents Park have been 
turned into business premises by the 
M.o.W., who yet become unreasonably 
critical of those desirous of following 
their example. 


W. Macpnona.Lp. 
Gordon House, 
16, Chiswick Lane, W.4. 


REPAIR OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have just read in your issue of 
July 6 the extracts from one of my 
recent lectures arranged by the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 


Something seems to have slipped in 
which immediately struck. me as alien 
to my way of thought, and I should be 
grateful if you would allow me to correct 
it. After saying something about plastic, 
or “‘ dentistry,” repairs being better from 
an engineering point of view, but an 
affectation unless some part of the repaired 
stone showed on the surface, to keep the 
identity and to give verisimilitude to our 
statement that this was a period piece, I 


125 


am reported as saying, “‘ we then insert 
a new stone. This can be very inhar- 
monious and in certain cases a useful 
alternative_is to insert suitably fashioned 
concrete blocks.” 


I can’t imagine anything I should be 
more unlikely to say. A plastic repair is 
a piece of reinforced concrete keyed into a 
hole in a stone, like a stopping in a tooth. 
The best that a piece of plastic repair 
can achieve in appearance is to look like a 
beautiful piece of stone and the best it 
can achieve in virtue is to behave as well 
as a well-bred stone. If I put in any new 
block I put in a new stone, a jolly good 
one; there are plenty of good sorts. If 
any part of the faulty stone could be left 
showing on the surface this would be 
enormously important for the retention of 
the identity of the integrity of the build- 
ing. Besides this, the remainder of the 
stone would continue to carry its weight, 
which an insertion would not do unless 
there were settlements. 


My mind couldn’t work along the lines 
of inserting a block of concrete in any 
circumstances, and I am sorry if some 
verbal ambiguity gave such an impression. 
I feel sure that my colleagues would be 
relieved to hear this. 


BERTRAM C. G. SHORE. 
59, Weymouth-street, W.1. 


«*.While we are glad to print Lt.-Col. 
Shore’s letter, we must point out that the 
text of our report of his lecture was printed 
precisely as received from the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings.—Eb. 


“CAPITAL COUNTY ” 
Work of the L.C.C. Filmed 


To ADD to its public relations service, the 
London County Council has sponsored the 
production of a film the aim of which has 
been to give a general picture of the coun- 
cil’s multifarious activities. Entitied “ Capital 
County,” the film was made by Cecil Musk 
Productions in association with the Film 
Producers’ Guild. 

The first part shows the growth of London 
from earliest times and explains how rapid 
expansion in the nineteenth century made it 
necessary to merge the many local authori- 
ties into one body. The second half gives 
an extensive picture of the numerous activi- 
ties of the council to-day. Human interest 
is introduced through the central characters 
of Albert Brown and his family, through 
whom we are shown how the lives of a 
typical London family are affected by the 
ever-present work of the L.C.C. 

The film is not without its humorous 
moments and it is appropriate to see at the 
end that Albert Brown wins his local elec- 
tion and becomes a councillor, and so takes 
his part in moulding the future of the L.C.C. 
and its work. - 


The Insulation of Buildings 


The means of insulating houses and 
factories against loss of heat and officially. 
recommended standards are set out briefly 
but clearly in “ How to Insulate Buildings,” 
a booklet produced by the Structural Insu- 
lation Association, National House, 14, 
Moorgate, E.C.2. Arrangements have been 
made with the Festival authorities to distri- 
bute copies of the booklet at the Poplar 
Live Architecture and South Bank Exhibi- 
tions. ~ 
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SOUTH BANK ‘‘ NERVE 
CE 99 
Crowd Counting System 


ALTHOUGH it is really a major British 

achievement in electrical engineering, 
the complex crowd control counter system 
at the South Bank Festival Exhibition is a 
remarkable piece of mechanism that the 
majority of visitors there do not see. It is 
housed in the control centre building—the 
nerve point of the exhibition above the 
Waterloo Station entrance—which may only 
be viewed by special arrangement. Other 
features of the control centre are an exten- 
sive sound rediffusion system, a time switch 
system, ‘master clocks and an emergency 
switchboard, all linked with points about the 
site. 


The Festival authorities require to know at 
all times the number of people within the 
exhibition in order that they can determine 
when saturation point has been reached, and 
at the same time the Transport Executive 
is anxious to know the number of persons 
on the site, the rate at which they are leav- 
ing, and by which exits. The main control 
room indicator which gives this information 
comprises 16 five-digit counters made up from 
automatic telephone equipment. These are 
capable of receiving impulses from eight 
groups of turnstiles arranged to count the 
number of operations of the turnstiles at eight 
entrances situated at remote parts of the 
exhibition. The number of operations when 
the turnstiles are allowing people to enter 
the exhibition are recorded on separate 
counters to the counters capable of recording 
persons leaving the exhibition. These are 
of the high-speed type and similar in design 
to those used on totalisators. In addition, 
there is a total counter for the “in” turn- 
stiles and a total counter for the “out” 
turnstiles and these are of the six-digit type. 


As a refinement, and in order to eliminate 
the human element, a five-digit counter is 
installed, together with its relevant equip- 
ment, and this determines the difference 
between the “ in” and “ out ” totals, in other 
words computing the number of persons 
within the boundaries of the exhibition, and 
displaying this at all times. 


The whole of the equipment, which is 
neatly housed in an oak cabinet of modern 
design, was designed and installed by Messrs. 
Rentrix, Ltd. 


The same firm is- also responsible for 
designing a watchman’s patrol unit which 
enables the control room supervisor, by 
reference to a coloured light-studded panel, 
to observe which areas of the exhibition site 
have been patrolled by watchmen. 


The primary function of the rediffusion 
sound system is crowd control in an emer- 
gency, although the system is now being 
extensively used for the broadcasting of 
music, time signals and announcements. It 
is the biggest crowd control public address 
installation in the world for which Central 
Rediffusion Services, Ltd., are responsible. 


Normally, the Festival installation can be 
divided into two separate parts. One is 
available for annoumcements from _ the 
Festival control room and the other for 
broadcasting music from the rediffusion con- 
trol room. The two control systems are 


independent of each other and can broadcast 
simultaneously although in an emergency the 
Festival control room can place the two 
installations under one control. 


The two 
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B.B.C. sound programmes also can be re- 
layed over direct lines. 

When it is necessary to centre control on 
a specified point on the site, for the purposes 
of making an announcement or the broad- 
casting of music, the operator of the control 
desk has simply to press a button which 
lights up, indicating that the system is “ live ” 
in the area required. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION 
ARCHITECTS 
_ Future Arrangements 
Second Congress, Morocco, September, 
1951. The programme for the congress and 
particulars of travel arrangements have 
already been published. Those interested 
are reminded that a special allocation of 
foreign exchange has been authorised by the 
Bank of England over and above the normal 
annual entitlement for holiday purposes. 
Anyone proposing to attend the congress 


OF - 


should get into touch with the Secretary to 


the United Kingdom Committee, c/o 
R.LB.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
U.N.E.S.C.O.: Consultative Committee 


for Research on the Desert Zone. The 
I.U.A. have been invited to send observers 
to the meeting of the Consultative Committee 
to be held on September 3, 1951. The 
United Kingdom Committee is to be repre- 
sented by Mr. Anthony M. Chitty (F). 

Committee on School Design. The 1.U.A. 
have been appointed as agents. to 
U.N.E.S.C.O. to carry out, on an_inter- 
national level, research into school design; 
and a Working Committee on this subject 
is being appointed. The United Kingdom 
representative on this Committee will be Mr. 
C. H. Aslin (F). % 

International Competition for Town Plan, 
Smyrna. The I.U.A. Competitions Com- 
mittee have approved the conditions for the 
international competition for a town plan, 
Smyrna,. subject to certain minor modifica- 
tions which have subsequently been agreed 
by the promoters. Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie has been appointed assessor. 

International Exhibition of Wood Pro- 
ducts, Lyon, September 23 to October 7, 
1951. An International Exhibition of Wood 
Products wiH be held in the permanent 
buildings of the Lyon Fair. An important 
section will be devoted to the modern use of 
laminated and plywood-plastic products. 
Friday, September 28, has been set aside as 
a special day for foreign visiting architects, 
and the programme will include a formal 
reception and luncheon. Special terms have 
been arranged with the French railways. 
Full particulars can be obtained from the 
Organising Committee, 1, Rue Menestrier 4 
Lyon. 

M. A. Chomel, vice-president de l’Ordre 
des Architectes de la’ Circonscription de 
Lyon, 6 quai Saint Clair, Lyon, would be 
pleased to give information individually to 
those interested if they would communicate 
with him. 

1.U.A. Bulletins. 1.U.A. Bulletins 51-53 
inclusive deal principally with the proceed- 
ings of the various working committees, the 
majority of which are engaged in collecting 
answers to questionnaires, with a view to 
making an assessment of the position in 
various countries on a comparative basis for 
the subjects they are studying. 

The bulletins are pubfished (in French) by 
“ Architetti,” Florence, and can be obtained 
on application to the editor at a price of 25 
lire, including postage. 
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REBUILDING THE CITY 


Two Development Units 


PROPOSALS for further rebuilding in the 
: City of London came before the 
Common Council this week. The Court has 
already dealt with “redevelopment unit 
No. 1,” which comprises the lands to the 
east of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and compulsory 
purchase has been confirmed by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning. 
Part of the land has been laid out as St. 
Paul’s garden. Approval for the redevelop- 
ment of units No. 8 and No. 9 is now to be 
sought. 

Unit No. 8 concerns land bounded ‘by 
Cannon-street, Friday-street, Queen Victoria- 
street, and Distaff-lane, and unit No. 9 lands 
bounded by Bartlett’s Buildings, Holborn 
Circus, Thavies Inn, and St. Andrew-street. 
The area of unit No. 8, excluding existing 
roads, is about 37,800 sq. ft. The site has 
been cleared to basement level with the ex- 
ception of one building. It is stated that the 
adjacent area immediately to the east of 
Friday-street cannot be rebuilt until the 
proposals for a new square at the crossing of 
Queen Victoria-street and Cannon-street are 
implemented. The area to the west of 
Distaff-lane immediately to the north of the 
church of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey is being 
developed privately, planning permission 
having been granted on the consolidated site. 

Proposals of the consultants, Dr. Holden 
and Professor Holford, include a widening 
of Cannon-street to 64 ft. and of Distaff-lane 
and Friday-street to 32 ft.; the closing of a 
section of Knightrider-street within the re- 
development unit; and the provision of a 
new road 32 ft. wide to the north of the 
closed section, cutting the site into two 
blocks. Building heights will be restricted to 
preserve the view of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
More than half the interests in the unit have 
been acquired by the Corporation. 

The cost of the properties, acquisition, 
and clearing the road works are estimated at 
£434,350, and it is proposed to borrow from 
the Public Works Loan Commissioners on 
the annuity method over 60 years. It will 
be necessary to borrow only £84,350 of this, 
as loans amounting to £350,000 have already 
been taken up. 

Redevelopment unit No. 9, which has a 
total area of 0.74 of an acre; is in the north- 
west corner of the Farringdon section of the 
declaratory area. The west side of the site 
will be a new road from Fetter-lane through 
Bartlett’s Buildings. The area is affected by 
the consultants’ proposals for an enlarged 
roundabout at Holborn Circus. : St. Andrew- 
street will be widened and Thavies Inn will 
remain a cul-de-sac, the entrance to which 
may be built over from first-floor level. 
Fetter-lane it is proposed to divert to enter 
Holborn Circus from Bartlett’s Buildings. 
Considerable areas of land will be surren- 
dered to provide for the improvement of 
Holborn Circus. 

The estimated value of the land required 
for improvements is £252,000. Properties, 
acquisition, and clearance and road works 
will cost £506,650. Here also the loan from 
the Public Works Loan Commissioners will 
be repayable over 60 years. 


The Royal Garden Party 

Mr. Stephen Hudson, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, and Mrs. Hudson were among 
the guests at the Royal Garden Party held at 
Buckingham Palace on July 19. 
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SCOTTISH “LIVING TRADITIONS” EXHIBITION 
[From a Correspondent | 


* 
"THE high quality of Scottish craftsman- 
ship (the world recognition of which is 
expressed in the currency of phrases like 
“ Clyde-built ”) is insufficiently appreciated 
and supported at home. It is in this belief 
that the “ Living Traditions” Festival exhi- 
bition of Scottish architecture and crafts 
has been organised by the Council of Indus- 
trial Design Scottish Committee, in associa- 
tion with the Scottish Craft Centre and the 
Scottish Architectural. Advisory Panel. 


The task of’making the craftsman-prophet 
honoured in his own country has been ably 
discharged in an exhibition full of colour, 
The display has, 
been designed by Robert and Roger Nichol- 
son on a theme written by George Scott- 
Moncrieff. Few interests have been 
neglected in this collection of equal attrac- 
tion to the sportsman, artist, collector, and 
to ordinary folk, tired of stereotyped, mass- 
produced articles, who want something both 
“nice,” and useful, about the house. 


Although the exhibition’s range extends 
from the earliest times right up to the pre- 
sent day, it is not arranged museum-fashion 
in arbitrary periods. The designers have 
disregarded strict chronology in _ their 


‘arrangement in order to show, by setting 


like with like, the fundamental continuity 
of Scottish traditions. By this means they 
have extended the original conception of the 
exhibition which was that Scottish architec- 
ture and pieces of Scottish craftsmanship 
should be shown together thus explaining 
the inter-dependence of architecture and 
craftsmanship. 


Craftsmen at Work 


By the introduction of craftsmen and women 
making the very articles which are on show, 


interest is added for the visitor and, without 


need of words, the skill and inspiration which 
go into the finished product are explained. 
In defiance of the usual exhibition practice 
of employing strongly-contrasting colours, 
ithe Nicholsons have created their effects, 
within each section of the exhibition, by 
producing a number of tonal variations on a 
single colour so that the exhibition is 
divided by separate colour areas. In this 
way they have resolved the problem they 
set themselves when they chose to disregard 
historical time in their display. 


Appeal to the ear has been usefully 
developed by the use of two musical zones 
in one of which a string orchestra is heard 
playing the traditional tunes of the Low- 
lands, in the cther, the sounds are of 
seabirds, and the unaccompanied voice of 
a young girl singing the Gaelic songs of the 
Western Isles. 


The exhibits have been assembled through 
the generosity of lenders, headed by 
Their Majesties the King and Queen and 
members of Scotland’s oldest families and 
the modern craftsmen who* have competed 
for the honour of being represented in “ Liv- 
ing Traditions.” 


The most impressive in size is the replica 
of Sueno’s Stone from Forres, Morayshire, 
which forms the central feature of a “ Scot- 
tish Stonehenge” of nine standing stones, 
greeting the visitor as he enters the exhi- 
bition. It rears 23 ft. into the air and is the 
best surviving example of Pictish carving of 
the ninth century. In both the old and new 
baskets on show in the exhibition, the Shet- 





land Islands are very strongly represented. 


Scotland’s position in the potter’s craft 
is reflected in the wealth of fine work which 
has been assembled. 


A further survival of Scottish craftsman- 
ship is that maintained in furniture and 
woodworking. Here the balance is kept 
by the exhibition between old and new, 
between ancient carvings and modern furni- 
ture, which are assembled in a modern 
living-room. 

Another field in which tradition is alive 
is glass engraving. The display of Jacobite 
glass, is also of historical interest. The 
blacksmith’s craft of wrought iron is well 
represented, ranging from a Balmoral garden 
gate loaned by H.M. The Queen, to a fine 
example of seventeenth-century Scottish work 
in this craft, a balustrade from the mansion 
house of Caroline Park, near Edinburgh. 


The delicacy of Scots work in knitwear, 
lace, needlework, and the making of musical 
instruments; the skills of the watch and 
clock maker ; pewter and bookbinding, are 
well represented. Some 250 pieces of silver 
include articles associated with the Palace 
of Holyroodhouse. Examples of stained-glass 
work, both sacred and secular, are shown. 


The display of weapons, from richly 
ornamented Highland broadswords, to the 
pistols carried in the 1800’s by Scottish bank 
couriers travelling by coach with bullion, 
represents a wide historical period. 


Of all Scottish crafts the one most closely 
identified with the country in the eyes of 
the world is that of weaving and here the 
organisers have assembled a wide variety 
ranging from modern printed textiles 
through Paisley shawls, tartans and tapes- 
tries to the tweeds the quality of which is 
world famed. 


Building Theme 


Architecture is displayed as a lively back- 
ground to the crafts, setting them in their 
context. There. are few _ characteristic 
buildings and architectural details from each 
period, but these are nearly all displayed 
on a heroic scale, with the result that their 
impact is dramatically life-size and captures 
something of the essence of the architecture 
that one would experience in reality. There 
are also photo-enlargements and drawings, 
together with models of projects for build- 
ings already under construction. 


Sympathetic grouping takes the place of 
historic sequence. For example, there are 
groups of everyday buildings in simple 
settings, Highland black house, Lowland 
farmstead, old people’s homes and a new 
school. Another includes a group of charac- 
teristic farm buildings, a medieval tolbooth, 
a Georgian terrace or square, a-modern range 
of flats and a modern health centre. Build- 
ings of all periods which have been influenced 
by technological developments such as light- 
houses and bridges can also be compared 
with the adventurous architectural experi- 
ments of Charles Rennie MacIntosh at the 
turn of the century to the present day indus- 
trial architecture of a modern colliery, or the 
challenging engineering forms of a hydro- 
power dam. The juxtaposition of Edin- 
burgh’s renaissance “‘new town” plan and 
the central area plan for a contemporary 
Scottish new town illustrates the contrast of 
formal and free architecture. 
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OBITUARY 
Arthur J. Davis, R.A. 


WE REGRET to record the death in London 
~ Sunday of Mr. Arthur J. Davis, R.A., 

F.R.LB.A. He was 73. 

Davis stands out as perhaps the leading 
English product of Beaux Arts training. He 
was born in London in 1878 and went to 
Paris in 1894 at the early age of 16, studying 
first under M. Godefroy, then passing into 
the architectural studios of the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts. In Paris he met the late M. 
Charles F. Mewés, who took him, when he 
was only 22, into a partnership that became 
one of the most distinguished in this country, 
particularly in the early years of the century. 

Their first big-job in London was the 
internal replanning of the Carlton Hotel, and 
it was this work that gained them the com- 
mission for the Ritz Hotel (1906); which 
was the first wholly steel-framed building to 
be erected in London, and led, incidentally, 
to the revision of the 1894 Building Act. 
Under that Act all buildings were required 
to have solid load-bearing walls, but Davis 
cleverly evaded this provision by adopting 
a form of honeycomb construction for the 
walls which, while complying technically with 
the Act, made the use of the steel frame 
an economical proposition. Other great 
buildings of those early years were the 
“Morning Post” offices in the Strand and 
the Royal Automobile Club in Pall Mall. 

These three buildings, which were natu 
rally very French in feeling, introduced a 
new note of architectural distinction to 
London, which was then being extensively 
rebuilt in rather opulent-looking Edward- 
ian free classic, and they gave a strong 
impetus to the growing movement of 
systematic school training. Reilly, who was 
then engaged in his great. work of educa- 
tional reform at Liverpool, was much 
influenced by them, and went over to the 
Beaux Arts methods, which were to be the 
basis of his success. Davis himself was at 
the same time helping educational reform in 
London, and did excellent work as a member 
of the Faculty of Architecture to the British 
School at Rome and on the prize competition 
jury of the R.LB.A. 

Davis’s long residence in Paris had given 
him a perfect command of the French lan- 
guage, and this, combined with his 
distinguished appearance nd friendly 
personality made him for many years a 
welcome and influential figure at interna- 
tional conferences of architects and similar 
gatherings. 

Among other buildings were the R.A.C. 
Country Club at Woodcote Park; the Cavalry 
Club; the Armenian Church; the Hudson’s 
Bay House; Morgan Grenfell’s Bank; 
premises for ‘the Westminster Bank in Loth- 
bury, Theadneedle-street, Brussels and 
Antwerp; and Cunard House, London. He 
was consulting architect for the Cunard 
Building, Liverpool, and honorary architect 
for the Dulwich Gallery. Apart from a large 
amount of domestic and commercial work, 
Mr. Davis was responsible for the decora- 
tions of the Aquitania, Laconia and Franconia 
for Cunard White Star. His hobbies were 
golf and sketching, and among many honours 
he held were Chevalier de la Legion 
d’Honneur and the Palmes Ordre de la 
Couronne (Belgium). He was elected A.R.A. 
in 1923 and R.A. in 1942. He had been a 
member of the Royal Fine Art Commission. 


The practice will be carried on by Mr. 
Thomas Spencer, F.R.I.B.A., who has been 
associated with the firm for over 30 years. 
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Vitruvians v. The National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers 
HE annual match between the Vitruvians 
(the architectural and technical Press) 
and the National Féderation was played on 
the Blue Circle ground, Snaresbrook, Essex, 
on Sunday, July 22, by kind permission of 
the Cement Marketing Company. The match 
was drawn, the National Federation scoring 
194 for two wickets declared, the Vitruvians 
replying with 77 for nine. A heavy thunder- 
storm interrupted play, but a large company 
of guests watched a good day’s cricket, a 
feature of which was a fine not out innings 
of 126 by F. Ridgeon (Eastern Counties). 
The first ball was bowled by Councillor 
Stephen Hudson, President of the National 
Federation. Scores:— 
NATIONAL FEDERATION 

A. F. Wallis, b Chamberlain ‘ i 
F. Ridgeon, not out ... 
J. B. Riley, ibw, b Barnes 
R. W. Triggs, not out 


Did not bat 


Total (for two wickets—declared) 


VITRUVIANS 

R, Squire, b Bird spi as bas 
G. Storer, st. Booth, b Garrett 

D. N. Cornock-Taylor, run out ; 
P. F. N. Warner, c Parker, b-Bird- ... 
E. Chamberlain, c Ridgeon, b Bird ... 
I. M. Leslie, c Riley, b Kerridge - ... 
F. H. C. Tatham, not out 


6 p. Bynoe, c Franklin, b Bishop 


Total (for nine wickets) 
BOWLING 
Vitruvians 
Chamberiain 15 1 


National Federation 
Bird 3.°.2 33 
Barnes 8 — 4 Riley $ 3:-3— 
Squire 5 — Si— Garrett il 244 
Tatham 12— 20— Kerridge 3 14 1 
Umpires: R. E. Costain and P. J. Flitton. 

Scorers: J. Long and J. Southwood. 


79 1 
1 


~ The captains, I. M. Leslie (Vitruvians) and 
George Parker toss for innings. Stanley 
Hearder (Director, National Federation) 
; sees fair play. 
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The President of the National Federation 
(Mr. Stephen Hudson) bowls the first bail. 


R.LB.A. v. Vitruvians 


Played on the Architectural Association 
ground at Elstree on July 18, this game was 
won by the R.I.B.A. by seven runs after an 
exciting finish in the last over but one of the 
match. Scores: —— 

R.LB.A. 
A. Marlow, lbw, b Bishop 
H. E. F. Francis, b Franklin 
A. Douglas, lbw, b Franklin . 
R. R. Fairbairn, Ibw, b Franklin 


C. A. R. Norton, b Bishop . 

J. G. Batty, b Mudie .. 

K. Cooper, not out .. én 
P. Hubbard, st. Leslie, b Franklin oe 
W. W. Atkinson, not out... ; 
B. A. haenceaamace did not bat 
Extras .. 


49 
1 
0 
0 

27 
4 

24 

40 
5 
7 

30 


~~ 
oo 
_ 


Total (for eight wickets declared) 
VITRUVIANS 
H. Storer, run out ¥a oe 
E. Bishop, b Cooper .. 
W. Franklin, b Bynos 


The National Federation opening pair, 

A. F. Wallis (S. Counties) and F. A. 

Ridgeon (Eastern Counties). Ridgeon 
scored a fine century. 
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. Bryant, c and b Bynoe _ 
yd, b Bynoe ‘ 
. Mudie, c Douglas, b Batty 


P. D. Eastop, not out 
Extras . ee 


Total .. er 
BOWLING 
R.L_B.A. 

Douglas 12 2 
Cooper il 2 
Bynoe 10.2 — 
Batty 5 — 
Norton 7 — 


Vitruvians 
Franklin 14 3 54 4 
Mudie 9 414 
Bishop PG) Seed 
Boyd - 7— 34 
Bryant 3— 9 


BUILDING PROBLEMS 
IN LONDON 


L.M.B.A. President’s Review 


[N a. brief presidential address at the 
recent half-yearly meeting of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, the 
president, Mr. DupLey F. Cox, reviewed 
the progress made on some of the problems 
to which, at the beginning of his year of 
office, he had recommended that special 
attention might be given. These were—ap- 
prenticeship, education, relations with allied 
trades and with general foremen, and tech- 
nical information for Association members. 
Mr. Cox said:-“ The most important of the 
matters which I submitted to you at our first 
Council meeting as requiring your particular 
attention during the year was apprenticeship, 
and I told you then that I thought the Posi- 
tion was really serious. It is still serious, 
but I am glad to say that the Association is 
taking the matter very much to heart. The 
Areas have responded nobly to the appeal 
I made to them, and have made wide general 
and individual inquiries into the apprentice- 
ship position. We have been notified already 
of several hundred vacancies from firms 
willing to take apprentices. These vacancies 
have been passed on to the youth employ- 
ment officers, and I am confident that they 
will rapidly be. filled at the end of this 
month, when the school term ends. 

“But that is only a beginning, and no 
more than a beginning. Where we talk in 
hundreds, we need literally thousands if - 
London is to play its full part in apprentice- 
ship. I appeal to you, therefore, once again 
to realise how serious is this position, and 
to think what will happen in years to come 
if re number of skilled craftsmen continues 
to fall.” 

With .the subject of education, Mr. Cox 
said that great strides were being made, and 
on relations with the allied trades and 
general foremen he said he was satisfied with 
the way in which both were progressing. 

Referring to the technical information 
service, which was instituted at his instiga- 
tion last April, he was glad to say that 
members were making continuing and in- 
creasing use of it. “ This,” he said, “is one 
of the occasions when industry and Govern- 
ment are working happily hand in hand 
together, the Government having the facili- © 
ties, information and resources’ with which 
to provide the information which the 
ordinary builder requires to deal with the 
technical problems which meet him from 
time to time in his every-day work.” 

Concluding, the president said: “The 
problems before the industry remain as 
difficult as ever. There. is much work to be 
done, but there are still many shortages of 
materials. There are still problems with the 
operatives; there are still controls, and 
there will probably be more controls, but I 
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like to think, and I think I can, that the 
heart of our great trade beats strongly, and 
that it faces the future with every confi- 
dence.” 


Half-Yearly Report 

The following points are taken from the 
Association’s half-yearly report:— 

Standard Form of Contract.—The Asso- 
ciation has continued to press for the use by 
county councils, local authorities and other 
public bodies of the Standard Forms of Con- 
tract and Sub-Contract agreed by the 
building industry. Progress in this matter 
is slow but there has been some satisfactory 
progress in negotiations with two county 
councils and also in discussions with the 
metropolitan and outer regional borough 
engineers. 

Notification of Tender Results—This is 
another of the matters upon which 
the Association is continually working 
with local authorities and other bodies. 
It is encouraging to report that, during 
the past six months, _ several local 
authorities have come round to the 
Association’s view that it is to the benefit of 
the industry and everyone concerned that 
results of tenders should be made public as 
soon as possible after the contract has been 
allotted. 

Timber Prices—Members have been 
faced with difficult problems as a result of 
the sudden and violent fluctuations in soft- 
wood timber prices which took place when 
the control was removed at the beginning 
of March. The National Federation and the 
L.M.B.A. have received a large measure of 
co-operation from the Ministry of Health 
and local authorities in meeting members’ 
difficulties. 

Hire Rates for Plant and Machinery.— 


Publication early in the year by the Southern 
Counties Federation of a schedule of charges 
and hire rates for plant and machinery, pre- 
pared for use in connection with the National 
Schedule of Daywork Charges, prompted the 
suggestion from several members that the 
L.M.B.A. could usefully publish a similar 


document. A small joint sub-committee of 
the two regions is to explore the possibilities 
of a publication which will be of advantage 
to members in both Regions. Metropolitan 
Water Board — Changes in Bye-laws— 
During the latter part of 1950 the Metro- 
politan Water Board made various altera- 
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NEW CEMENT WORKS AT 
SHOREHAM 


Yearly Output of 350,000 Tons 


A NEW works for the British Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., has been 
built, at a cost of over £2,500,000, near 
Shoreham, Sussex. It has a capacity of 
350,000 tons a year, and replaces a small 
works which has been in operation for the 
past 50 years. The new works has largely 
been built in the quarry of the old works. 
The new chalk quarry, which is an exten- 
sion of the present quarry, has a maximum 
height of face of about 300 ft. and will be 
worked in benches. For many years the 
chalk will be excavated considerably above 
the general level of the works, and a large 
crusher has been installed at high level with 
a gravity chute into a store at the works 
below. An electric crane takes the material 
from the store and delivers it to a hopper 
from which a feeder discharges it on to 
conveyors feeding directly to the slurry wash- 
ing plant. 

The clay is obtained from a pit about three 
miles from the works, and a multi-bucket 
excavator has been installed with belt-con- 
veyors to excavate and convey the clay to 
a washmill in the pit. The resultant slurry 
is pumped through pipelines about three miles 
long to a storage tank adjacent to the chalk- 
washing plant. 

A series of mills reduce and screen the 


tions in their bye-laws and strong representa- - 


tions were therefore made to the Board that 
the Association should be notified of such 
alterations so that members could be advised 
of them in good time. The Board has now 
agreed that it will be in the general interest 
that members of the Association should have 
due notice of such changes. 


Liaison—Reference was made in_ the 
half-yearly and annual reports last year to 
the various bodies (architects, borough 
engineers, local authorities and others) with 
whom regular liaison committees had been 
established, and to these can now be added 
the County Council of Middlesex. Thus, 
the Association now has regular liaison with 
all the county authorities in the London 
Region. Considerable progress has also been 
made in connection with apprenticeship 
matters by establishing close contact and co- 
operation with the youth employment 
officers and local committees and also with 
the principals of technical schools. 

Membership.—During the first six 
months of the year 46 new members have 
been elected to membership, and on June 30 
the total number of members was 1,846. 
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NEW CEMENT WORKS, 


chalk to slurry, which then passes through: 
mixing tanks before it reaches the finak 
storage tanks. It is fed from there to the 
kilns by pumps, with variable-speed spoon- 
feeders to eontrol the quantity delivered to 
each kiln. The two rotary kilns transform 
the slurry into what is termed clinker, which: 
then falls into two rotary coolers. After 
leaving the coolers the clinker is conveyed 
into the main clinker store or directly to a 
conveyor discharging into the grinding-mill 
bunkers. It is fed into the cement-grinding 
mills by band feeders. Separate hoppers 
for gypsum are provided over each mill, 
and band feeders are used to control the | 
rate of feed to the mills. 

The finished cement is transported by a 
system of conveyors delivering directly to- 
the main storage silos, from whence it is 
taken to the storage silos over the packing 
plant, which is capable of loading at the- 
rate of 200 tons per hour. 

Laboratories, canteen and washroom, etc.,. 
are incorporated in a three-storey office block 
on the site of the old works. 

Considerable care and attention has been 
paid to the architectural features, and Mr. 
G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.1.B.A., was consultant in 
this respect. The plan and the design of the 
plant were produced by the enginering staff 
of The Associated Portland Cement Manu- 
facturers, Ltd., and Dr. Oscar Faber and 
Partners acted as consultants for the civil 
engineering work, for which John Laing andi 
Son, Ltd., were the main contractors. 


SHOREHAM. A view from the air of the new works. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
The Building Ban 

ON July 17, MR. BOYD-CARPENTER asked 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether the ban announced by him on build- 
ing projects for entertainment purposes cost- 
ing more than £5,000 applied to enterprises 
in which the Government were directly or 
indirectly interested. 


Mr. L. J. Epwarps said that the ban 


applied to Government-sponsored projects as_ 


well as to others. 


Private Building Licences 

On July 17, MR. PrRoFuMo asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
whether he would consider granting build- 
ing licences to tenants of local authority 
houses who wished to build houses for their 
personal occupation, thereby making addi- 
tional homes available for needy families 
without any burden on public funds; and 
whether he would grant such licences over 
and above the present permitted ratio of 
private building licences. 


Mr. LINDGREN said that the Minister 
‘was prepared to consider applications from 
individual local authorities to increase the 
proportion of houses to be built under 
licence. 


Development Charges 

On July 17, in reply to MR. GIBSON, MR. 
LINDGREN said that up to the end of June 
£6,781,000 had been paid as development 
charge. A further £4,042,000 had been set 
off against claims on the £300 million. The 
number of claims was 945,000, but the total 
amount ef money involved would not. be 
known until they had been valued. 


Scottish Housing 


In reply to Major N. MaAcPHERSON, 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, Mr. 
‘T. Fraser said that more than 40 local 
authorities, mainly in the north-east and 
north of Seotland, had included stone-built 
‘houses in their programmes. It was too early 
to say how many of the houses authorised 
at the beginning of this year would be built 
an stone (July 19). 


In reply to MAJOR MACPHERSON, MR. 
FRASER said that traditional houses com- 
pleted by local authorities during May, 1951, 
‘took an average 71 weeks to build as com- 
‘pared with 75 weeks for similar houses com- 
pleted in October, 1950. The rate of comple- 
‘tion depends primarily on the availability of 
Tabour and materials and, subject only to 
the prior demands of the defence programme; 
everything possible was being done to main- 
ttain and, where necessary, increase supplies 
‘for housing purposes. 


Sale of Council Houses 


. Replying to a question about the sale of 
council houses, Mr. DALTON said this meant 
‘selling public property to private people, and 
-on the whole he thought that was objection- 
able. He was not prepared to hold an 
‘inquiry into the whole problem. 


“War Damaged Cities 

On July 10, BRIGADIER TERENCE CLARKE 
sasked the Minister of Local Government 
and Planning if he could give an assurance 
‘that there would be no cut in the steel 
sallecation to war-damaged cities. 


Mr. DALTON said he could not yet say 
what the position would be. 
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Improvements Grants 


On July 10, Mr. Sutciirre asked if the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
was aware that the present regulations by 
which expenditure incurred by local 
authorities for improvement grants must be 
deducted from the amount of their 
authorised grant for building licences were 
preventing useful progress in the installation 
of efficient heating and cooking appliances, 
as well as adequate sanitation, and if he 
would reconsider this regulation. 

Mr. DALTON said that so long as the cost 
of the installation did not exceed £100, no 
licence was required. 

Mr. SUTCLIFFE asked if the Minister was 
aware that this amount was very smali in- 
deed and that it was preventing many 
essential improvements, resulting in the 
further deterioration of many houses. 

Mr. Datton said he did not think that 
was really so. The cost of the equipment 
itself did not require to be licensed. The 
cost of installation must not exceed £100 
without licence, but he was advised that in 
practically every case, whatever the cost of 
the equipment, the actual cost of the instal- 
lation should not exceed £100. 


Valuation for Rating 


On July 10, Sm IAN FRaser asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if he would introduce legislation to give 
the District Valuer discretion in fixing the 
rateable value of buildings occupied by 
charities. 

Mr. DALTON said he would not. Local 
authorities could provide financial assistance 
to charities, and this was better than depart- 
ing from uniformity in rating assessments. 


NEW 
RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
Opening by Sir Henry Tizard 


THe SIMON ENGINEERING GROUP’S new 
research and development buildings at 
Cheadle were formally opened on July 3 
by Str Henry Tizard, chairman of the 
Advisory Council on Scientific Policy. 

The new buildings are roughly cruciform 
in plan, the main arm running north to south 
with a cross arm projecting westward from 
the centre of the main arm and terminating 
in the six-storey tower 90 ft. high; this tower 
houses an experimental flour milling plant. 
The two lower floors forming the main and 
cross arms accommodate research labora- 
tories and administrative offices, while the 
third floor throughout is used for drawing 
offices. On the ground floor of the west 
wing there is a lecture hall. 

The main arm and west block of the offices 
and laboratories are of reinforced concrete 
framed construction with cast in-situ floors 
with frames spaced at 11 ft. centres. The 
roof is constructed in steel throughout. 

The architects and contractors for the work 
were the building department of Simon- 
Carves Ltd. 


Commonwealth Building Research ~ 


The Commonwealth Experimental Build- 
ing Station, P.O. Box 30, Chatswood, N.S.W., 
Australia, has issued three more of its Notes 
on the Science of Building. 

Earth Wall Construction (I) deals with the 
choice of site and methods of construction 
and is the first of a series on the subject, 
while the others are Concrete Bricks and 
Blocks (II), Manufacture and No-Fines 
Concrete (III), Site Organisation and 
Plant. 
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R.I.B.A. FORM OF 
CONTRACT 

Additional Practice Noti 

ADDITIONAL Practice Notes in connec- 
tion with the R.LB.A. Standard Form 

of Contract have been issued by the Joint 
Contracts Tribunal, which is representative 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. The notes (Nos. 25, 26, 
27 and 28) (D51.318) are as follows:— 


Practice- Note 25.— The provisions of 
Clause 25A(2) of the R.ILB.A. Contract 
relate to the materials specified in the list 
attached to the bills of quantities and 
referred to in that clause. Adjustment of 
the prices of materials which are the subject 
of P.C. items is to be made in accordance 
with the provisions of Clause 24(e) of the 
R.1.B.A. Contract. 


Practice Note 26.—The attention of the 
tribunal has been drawn to the difficulty 
caused to contractors in having to make last 
minute adjustments to prices to cover 
increases in wages or materials occurring 
just before the date for delivery of a tender. 


The tribunal recommend to obviate this 
difficulty that in invitations to tender con- 
tractors should be advised of a date of 
tender for the purpose of adjustments under 
Clause 25A of the R.I.B.A. Contract. This 
date should be from 7 to 10 days, in accord- 
ance with the nature of the job, before the 
date for delivery of tenders. 


Praciice Note 27.—The attention of. the 
tribunal was drawn to the delays which con- 
tinue to occur in the settlement of contracts. 
The tribunal were of opinion that the 
embarrassment and loss caused by such 
delays would be greatly reduced if the advice 
given in Practice Notes 2 and 3 was more 
generally followed. It was therefore the 
opinion and recommendation of the tribunal: 


(i) That payments under Clause 25A of 
the R.IB.A. Contract should not be made 
subject to retention (see Practice Note 2); 


(ii) That sums due to the contractor 
under Clause 25A should be added to the 
amounts certified in interim certificates 
(see Practice Note 3); and ¢ 

(iii) That, where there was delay in 
settling the accounts for the final certifi- 
cate, the second half of the retention 
might, at the discretion of the architect, 
be released at the end of the retention 

_ period. 

Practice Note 28.—Inquiry was made of 
the tribunal as to whether in Clause 25A(1) 
(a) of the R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Con- 
tract the words “applicable to the works 
and current at the date of tender ” were to 
be construed as dependent upon the words 
“the rules or decisions of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry ” or upon 
the words “ rates of wages and other emolu- 
ments and expenses” appearing earlier in 
the clause. 


It was the opinion of the tribunal that the 
clause should be read so that the words 
“ applicable to the works and current at the 
date of tender” were directly referable to 
the “rules or decisions of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry.” 


It was their view that such a construction 
was not only more natural, having regard 
to the manner in which the clause was 
framed, but-also that it gave effect to the 
true intention of .the clause. 
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VISIT BY U.S. HOUSING 
TEAM 
Comparisons of Costs and Efficiency 


MPHE five-man team constituting the Euro- 

pean Housing Study Committee of the 
National Association of Home-Builders of 
America visited London from July 13 to 17 
on the first stage of a tour taking in Holland, 
Italy and France. The leader of the team 
is (as reported in our last _ issue) 
Mr. Floyd R. Kimbrough, of Jackson, 
Mississippi, and other members are Mr. 
Ww. W. Caruth, Jun., of Dallas, Texas; Mr. 
Joe Driskell, of Ft. Worth, Texas; Mr. B. A. 
Martin, of Atlanta, Georgia; and Mr. Ralph 
Wells, of Kansas City. 


The team was welcomed on arrival by Mr. 
C. Douglas Calverley, president of the Fed- 
eration of Registered House-Builders, and 
on the following day was received at the 
headquarters of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and the Federa- 
tion of Registered Housebuilders by Mr. 
Calverley, who was accompanied by Mr. 
Robert O. Lloyd, the leader of the British 
Building Productivity Team, Mr. John Laing, 
Mr. Stanley Farrow, Mr. H. E. Comben and 
Mr. Ronald Wates. 


After a general exchange of views on the 
housebuilding position, the team left for 
Croydon, where they were entertained to 
junch by the mayor. Afterwards they in- 
spected housing projects of the Croydon 
Corporation under the guidance of Mr. C. E. 
Boast, the borough engineer. At a dinner 
given in their honour at the Savoy Hotel 
by the N.F.B.T.E., and the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, Mr. Calverley 
was in the chair and, in addition to those 
previously mentioned, there were present 
Lt.-Gen. Sir Thomas Hutton, K.C.LE., 
general manager of the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity, and Mr. Ian M. 
Leslie, editor of The Builder. During and 
after dinner informal discussions on house- 
building matters were continued. 


The Washington Home. 


On July 14 the team, accompanied by their 
Jadies, visited Dorking and were received by 
‘tthe chairman of the Dorking Urban District 
Council. Later they visited Polesden Lacey 
and some municipal and private enterprise 
fhousing schemes, the arrangements for this 
visit being made by Mrs. M. Pleydell- 
Bouverie. On the Sunday the team saw some 
more of the English countryside on a trip to 
Stratford-on-Avon, passing through Oxford 
and returning via Sulgrave Manor, North- 
amptonshire, the Washington family home. 


The following day was spent in visits to 
some of the housing schemes and private 
enterprise developments carried out by 
Messrs. Wates, Ltd., and Messrs. John Laing 
and Son, Ltd. A visit was paid to Messrs. 
‘Wates’ pre-cast concrete panel factory at 
Willow-lane to see the manufacture of the 
concrete units used in the Wates’ type of non- 
traditional house. Messrs. Wates provided 
an excellent lunch at the Royal Automobile 
Country Club. In the evening Mr. R. W. 
‘Wates, Mr. Owen Aisher and Mr. Douglas 
Calverley were the hosts at a dinner at the 
Savoy Hotel, where the guests included Mr. 
Ernest Marples, M.P., Mr. Derek Walker- 
‘Smith, M.P., Mr. Robert Matthew, 
A.R.LB,A., Mr. Frank Taylor, Mr. Norman 
H. Walls, Mr. W. K. Laing and Mr. C. 
Gordon Rowlands. 


On July 17 the team visited Crawley New 
‘Town at the invitation of the chairman of 
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the Crawley Development Corporation, Sir 
Thomas Bennett, F.R.1.B.A. On. returning 
to London they were received at County Hail 
by the chairman of the London County 
Council and were conducted over the Royal 
Festival Hall by Mr. Robert H. Matthew, 
architect to the*London County Council. 
They, and their ladies, were the guests at 
dinner in the Royal Festival Hall restaurant 
of the chairman of the L.C.C. 


Efficiency and Costs 

In their short stay in this country the team 
were thus given the opportunity to form a 
general impression of the housing situation. 
They were chiefly interested in the relative 
efficiency and cost of housebuilding by 
private enterprise, as carried out in this 
country between the two world wars, and the 
present policy of almost complete reliance 
upon housebuilding through local authorities. 

Americans naturally favour a policy of 
complete freedom for private enterprise to 
provide housing for all sections of the com- 
munity. The fact that one of the members 
of the team is the chairman of a local slum 
clearance committee in Texas, which is in- 
vestigating the possibility of dealing with the 
problem by private enterprise, indicates the 
intention of American housebuilders to do 
everything possible to retain housebuilding 
as an efficient public service provided by 
private enterprise. 


BUILDERS’ “ BRAINS TRUST ” 
L.M.B.A. Central Area Meeting 
A 


“BRAINS TRUST,” the first to be 

arranged by Central Area No. 1 of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, took 
place at a lunch-time meeting of the Area at 
Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington, on 
July 18. The chairman, Mr. W. H. Luaa, 
presided. The “ brains” team was composed 
of three architects: Messrs. Cecil KEN- 
NARD, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S., FELIX 
Go.psmitH, A.R.I.B.A., and H. A. WELCH, 
F.R.I.B.A.; and three builders: Messrs. A. 
A. THORN, J. W. Marston and D. E. Woop- 
BINE PARISH, Mr. G. H. A. HuGHEs, direc- 
tor, L.M.B.A., was question master. 

The mixed assortment of questions posed 
by members evoked some interesting answers 
which contributed greatly to make the session 
a successful experiment which will-no doubt 
be repeated. 

Some of the questions were dealt with 
quite briefly, while others drew comments 
from all the “ brains.” 

If the questioner who asked about the 
placing of waterpipes in buildings had expec- 
ted to hear some criticism of the common 
British practice of running the pipes down 
the outside of the wall, he must have been 
disappointed, for none of the team showed 
any particular enthusiasm for keeping pipes 
inside. 

Limited Tender Lists 

Some criticism was expressed, however, in 
the discussion on the tendering system. Mr. 
WoopsINE ParRISH said that in the case of 
a large proposed building project he con- 
sidered that no more than 10 builders should 
be invited to submit a tender; in the case of 
a small job, he thought six was the ideal 
maximum number. Mr. WELCH said that 
he agreed exactly with both those numbers, 
but added that although there were undoubt- 
edly many faults in the existing tendering 
system, there were several obstacles which 
prevented them being rectified. They were 
all bound up in the system which was almost 
universally used up to the end of the last 
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war. Since the war there had been a success- 
ful breaking down, to some extent, of the 
problems involved, and he thought those 
efforts should be continued until a better 
tendering system was achieved. 

Mr. GOLDSMITH mentioned the rule which, 
he said, was imposed by the Admiralty 
whereby the contract was awarded to the 
contractor whose tender figure was not the 
lowest but next to the lowest. In this way, 
~ suggested, the cut-throat builder always 
ost. 

A number of questions referred to the 
American method (noted in the Anglo- 
American Productivity Team’s report) of 
planning the job down to the last detail 
before commence ng building operations. Mr. 
HuGuEs asked the “ brains” for their views 
on this matter generally. 

Mr. THORN maintained that, to a small 
degree, some of the methods employed in the 
U.S. were in use in this country also. In 
the U.S., it had been reported, all the parties 
concerned in a building contract worked as 
a team from the beginning. The speaker said 
that the same thing often happened in this 
country. He had collaborated as a member 
of several such teams. 

Mr. GOLDSMITH said that from the 
economic point of view the American 
method of planning appeared to him to have 
every advantage over ours, but in this 
country there was a strong feeling of oppor- 
tunism. There was something in the British 
character which resisted anything so cut and 
dried as the American system required. : 
Undisciplined Clients 

The extremely high cost in the U.S. of 
variations on the job was an important 
point to consider, suggested MR. MARSTON. 
It was so high that to the American client 
it was not worth while to make any altera- 
tions after the job had started. We should 
give more serious attention to our charges 
for variations, he said. 

Both Mr. WoopBiNeE PARISH and Mr. 
KENNEDY transferred most of the blame 
on to the building owners who, they agreed, 


"were a most undiscipl’ned race. They fore- 


saw little progress towards the American 
system until building owners in this country 
learned to make up their minds on what they 
wanted. 

For a proper understanding of | this 
matter, MR. WELCH said it was necessary 
to remember that the British building 
methods used to-day had been developing 
since the thirteenth century; America could 
look back only about 200 years. She had the 
benefit of accumulating knowledge afresh in 
new soil, while Britain had to contend with 
all the influences, good and bad, of her long 
tradition. Despite everything, however, 
American architect friends had told him that 
there was still a quality in British building 
which could be found nowhere else, Mr. 
Welch added. 

Why the high standard of British building 
craftsmanship received so little pra’se nowa- 
days was a question which the team seemed 
to have some difficulty in answering. It was 
generally agreed, however, that the prais2, 
if not readily forthcoming, was certainly due. 


“ Building Science Abstracts ” 

“ Building Science Abstracts, Vol. XXIII, 
No. 1, Janpary, 1950,” compiled in the 
library of the Building Research Station, 
Watford, has been published by the 


Stationery Office (price 3s.) for the D.S.LR. 
for the information of other workers in the 
field of building research. 
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INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CONFERENCE 


Removal of the Obstacles Hampering the Building Industry 
Discussed at Stockholm 


The following report on the conference of 
the International Federation of Building and 
Public Works held in Stockholm from July 
2-7, 1951, with general notes on conditions 
in Sweden, is supplied by Mr. Keith Mar- 
tin, immediate past-president of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 


N the opening day the General 

Assembly delegated to three commit- 

tees the main subjects for discussion and re- 

port: a summary of the general conclu- 
sions is set out hereunder. 


Incidence of social charges and taxation 
on building costs. Statistics were submit- 
ted by various delegations as to the law and 
practice in the various countries, which 
differed widely. The main points of the 
final resolution accepted by the General 
Assembly were that housing and ancillary 
services are an essential factor upon which 
the standard of living of every country 
largely depends; building and civil engineer- 
ing, therefore, have a vital part to play in 
progressive development; Governments 
should encourage free enterprise, which is 
the best means of promoting economic 
building development; Governments should 
avoid increasing the cost.of building and 
constructional work by refraining from add- 
ing new taxation to the industry; and in 
countries where the fiscal system imposes 
direct and heavy charges on building opera- 
tions special consideration should be given 
to: 

(i) Reduction of fiscal and _ social 
charges, because to rob contractors of 
the fruits of their labour has the effect 
of discouraging building operations and 
private investment. 

(ii) Granting advances on a generous 
basis at the commencement of the work 
and the prompt payment of subsequent 
instalments, 

(iii) Possibility of contractors obtain- 
ing credits against fiscal and social 
charges. 

(iv) Encouragement of saving and pri- 
vate investment. 

(v) Lowering the interest rates on both 
short and long-term loans. 


International Loan Bank 


Creation of an International Loan Bank 
for Building. This proposal was sponsored 
by the Italian delegation at Venice last 
year, but in view of the technical questions 
involved it was referred to a technical com- 
mission for investigation. The report of 
the commission made it quite clear that 
present currency control made it impos- 
sible to implement the original proposal at 
the present time. Accordingly, the fol- 
lowing recommendations were made to and 
accepted by the General Assembly :— 


1. That affiliated national organisations 
should consider setting up their own in- 
stitutions for financing building work 
within the framework of their own organi- 
sations or otherwise, after considering the 
system at present operated by, the French 
Federation.* 





* This is an organisation consisting of five bankers and 
five contractors to deal with the financing of building 
and constructional work. 


2. That the good offices of the Inter- 
national Federation should be at the dis- 
posal of affiliated national organisations 
for introducing those desirous of lending 
to those wishing to borrow. 


3. That the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development be re- 
quested to take a greater interest in the 
provision of capital for building and re- 
construction work, particularly housing, 
because, after national defence and 
security, housing is the most pressing prob- 
lem in international affairs. 


4. With a view to implementing a pro- 
gramme for housing construction within 
the framework of full employment, and 
bearing in mind the desirability of promot- 
ing individual and collective ownership of 
property, the problem dealt with in this 
recommendation be submitted, under the 
zgis of the International Labour Office, to 
the Committee for Social Affairs of the 
Council of Europe, and to the Housing 
Sub-Committee of the Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe of the United Nations. 


5. That the problem of creating an 
International Loan Bank for Building be 
reconsidered when the international situa- 
tion permits. 


Housing Needs 


Modern Technical Development in the 
Construction .of Apartment Buildings. 
Delegates had not had an opportunity of 
examining all the reports owing to their 
arrival being too late for translation and 
circulation prior to the conference. 


Switzerland had not submitted a report in 
view of the fact that it is composed of 25 
small republics, each with its own peculiari- 
ties, and public opinion was opposed to 
standardisation. The suspension of building 
operations during the war has been covered 
by the erection of 18—20,000 apartments 
annually. In some of the larger towns it is 
now possible for tenants to pick and choose 
their flats. In towns like Berne, Basle, 
Geneva, Lausanne, Lucerne and Zurich large 
blocks of flats were invariably built to house 
the people owing to the high land values. 


In Belgium the housing problem was no 
longer so urgent as in other countries, but 
it was necessary to improve the standard of 
many of the older dwellings. 


Italy, however, is in urgent need of 
5,000,000 rooms, but new housing was ham- 
pered by lack of funds and by the shortage 
of skilled labour and materials, as a result 
of which there was much improvisation. 


Germany’s housing needs are immense, 
with an annual requirement of 350,000 apart- 
ments, but this could not be achieved owing 
to the lack of financial resources. The 
position was made worse by the continuous 
flow of refugees from the Eastern Zone, 
which it is estimated increases the popula- 
tion of Western Germany by something like 
1,000,000 persons annually. c 


Denmark needs 50,000 houses a year, but 
only 20,000 could be built, principally be- 
cause there was insufficient manpower. The 
position is not improved by the public de- 
mand for accommodation with more rooms 
than were required before the war. 
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The Situation in Sweden 

Sweden gave us a very clear picture of 
the present position. Nearly all building 
activity is under State control, primarily to 


- curtail inflation, but also, to some extent, 


due to the shortage of skilled labour and of 
some materials. This year’s building activity, 
as represented by the investment plan, is 
divided as follows: 53.5 per cent. for housing 
accommodation of various kinds, representing 
42,000 apartments at a cost of 1,000,000 
kronen (present rate of exchange 14.47 
kronen to the £); 14.6 per cent. for com- 
mercial and industrial buildings; 11.9 per 
cent. for public buildings; 12.2 per cent. for 
roads and bridges and works classified as 
communications; and 7.8 per cent. for other 
buildings; making a total of 100 per cent. 

The housing accommodation figure of 
53.5 per cent. is made up by 10 per cent. 
for one-family houses; 60 per cent. for flats 
having not more than three floors; and 30 
per cent. for flats of over three floors. 

With the advent of inflation, the housing 
programme was curtailed and it is doubtful 
whether the housing output for last year will 
be reached this year. 


Lightweight concrete, in various forms, is 
being used more and more for external and 
internal walls and for floors and roofs with 
reinforcement. Impregnating the mix. with 
gas produces a cellular concrete as light as 
pumice, but with a high crushing strength. 
This material has been widely tested and 
used for important buildings; it has also 
reduced the use of bricks and timber. 

Machinery is being more widely used for 
housing work, in much the same way as it 
is in England. 

As a result of the international rearma- 
ment programme and the devaluation of 
sterling, building costs have risen in Sweden 
by about 30 per cent. during the past year, 
and an end to this process cannot yet be 
seen. 


For Great Britain, the National Federation 

of Building Trade Employers submitted a 
comprehensive statement of the position in 
this country. It was agreed, generally, that 
conditions were difficult everywhere, but, 
thanks to the information supplied in the 
technical Press, new methods of construction 
and new materials were known universally, 
and it was desirable that information about 
new technical achievements should be made 
available as quickly as possible. 
_ The value of this and similar conferences 
is in the discussion of our building problems 
on an international basis inspired by the idea 
of mutual help. The ensuing good will and 
friendship is surely a sound basis for the 
promotion of international peace. 


General Notes on Conditions in Sweden 


Relationship of Architects and Builders — 
Apropos of the comments contained in the 
Anglo-American Productivity Team Report 
on this subject, perhaps we might, with ad- 
vantage, take a leaf out of the book of our 
Swedish colleagues. Outside Stockholm 
there is a development comprising 650 apart- 
ments complete with district heating, com- 
munal and commercial all-electric laundries, 
park and recreation facilities, in fact almost 
everything which good planning can provide. 
The architect’s part was the design. after that 
nine contractors were responsible for the 
construction and the finance. This obviated 
all the delays from absence of details, too 
strict an adherence to materials in short 
supply and variations during the progress of 
the work. Is this not the way to better 
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production?..A complete set of plans from 
the architect, then his job is finished: from 
here the contractor assumes full responsi- 
bility under some guarantee such as that 
operated by the Housebuilders Registration 
Council. The execution of a contract should 
be the sole responsibility of the contractor. 
At any rate house builders know that this 
system is the most economical method of 
producing houses. 

Timber—In 1948 the price of u/s 
Swedish yellow timber was £44 per stan- 
dard, plus the cost of shipment to England 
of £5 10s. Today, the corresponding figures 
are £85 and £15 respectively, so that at the 
docks. scantling costs £100 per standard net. 
The basic price of £85 per standard is the 
one which is being used by the large ex- 
porters and it was stated that importers 
from this country were paying a higher 
price to small exporters. 

A number of factors were responsible for 
this position, the chief of which was the 
Timber Control’s policy of trying to main- 
tain timber at an artificially low level on a 
rising market after the war and the removal 
of free competition by bulk buying. If 
Timber Control pays high prices for timber 
in the dollar markets it is only natural that 
exporters in the sterling area will raise 
their prices to the level created by Govern- 
ment purchases. Another factor is the £200 
per standard being paid for pulpwood for 
paper making, but Swedish exporters are 
not attempting to compete with this price, 
beca pulp makers cannot consume all 
the available timber. 

It takes 110 years, as a general rule, to 
replace every tree which is felled for building. 
During the war it was necessary to fell on 
a large scale, as wood had to be used to 
replace the lost coal and coke imports. Thus, 
at the present time, there is a shortage of 
mature timber. Nevertheless, the forestry 
industry is still responsible for more than a 
third of Sweden’s exports. Except for 
America and Russia, she has the largest area 
of productive forests in the world. Much of 
the timber stated in official figures as having 
been purchased exists only on paper, be- 
cause the prices are being continually raised 
and there is no guarantee that we shall re- 
ceive the timber purchased from the Iron 
Curtain countries. Finland and Sweden, at 
least, can be relied upon to supply timber 
at agreed prices irrespective of market 
fluctuations. 


Cement Transported Loose. 

Cement.—During the war Sweden was 
short of paper and, as a result. cement had 
to be transported loose in speciaMy con- 
structed lorries. There are two methods: in 
one the cement is discharged by means of 
a worm screw as used in automatic stoking: 
in the other cement is pumped out by com- 
pressed air into silos, the engine power unit 
heing used for this purpose. For precast 
concrete work there is everything to commend 
this system, and it is practicable on large 
sites. In Sweden there is a direct saving of 
3s. 4d. per ton and a further saving of a like 
amount in handling costs. Properly devel- 
oped, greater. savings should be effected. it 
is understood that arrangements are now in 
hand for the system to be used in this country 
under licence. Cement in bags is still avail- 
able for jobs where bulk deliveries of loose 
cement are not practicable. 

Electricity—Next to Switzerland and 
Norway, Sweden has the highest consumption 
of electricity per capita. In spite of the 


large-scale building of hydro-electric plants, 
consumption is ahead of production and 
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shortages have occurred, especially during 
periods of insufficient, or badly distributed, 
rainfall. Roughly only half the potential 
water power has been harnessed for the pro- 
duction of electrical energy in Sweden. 

Taxation—From 1935 to 1949 the State’s 
current revenue increased by 400 per cent.: 
if allowance is made for the depreciated pur- 
chasing power of money, then the 1949 
revenue is approximately double that of 1935. 
Before 1940 indirect taxation was the main 
source of State revenue. In 1949 direct taxa- 
tion was ten times more than it was in 1935, 
whereas taxable income had only trebled. 
The only source of revenue which shows a 
decrease is in State business undertakings, 
where charges have not, risen so quickly as 
operating costs. 

During the last decade indirect taxes have 
increased by 250 per cent. Tobacco revenue 
was four times greater in 1949 than in 1939, 
and those from wine and spirits have trebled. 
Taxation on automobiles, “ make-up” pre- 
parations, gramophone records, chocolate, 
furs, coffee, soft drinks, paper and other 
articles is new, as these articles were not 
subject to tax in 1939. 

Wages.—In 85 years “real wages,” i.e., 
nominal wages divided by the cost of living, 
have increased more than 350 per cent. This 
is due to the increased productivity per 
worker made possible by the capitalisation 
of industry and to the better utilisation of 
Sweden’s natural resources. The develop- 
ment of the pulp and paper and of the 
machine industry, by private initiative, have 
been contributing factors coupled with the 
high technical ability of the workers. The 
working day has fallen from twelve to 
about eight hours and great improvements 
have been made in social welfare and pub- 
lic health. There is a shortage of skilled 
workers, both male and female, in almost 
all industries, despite the fact that Sweden’s 
standard of living probably vies with 
Switzerland as being one of the highest in 
Europe. 

Politics—Sweden has had a_ Socialist 
Government in power for longer than we 
have had in Great Britain, but fewer indus- 
tries have been nationalised (4.5 per cent. is, 
I think, the correct figure). Experience has 
shown the Swedish Socialists that interfer- 
ence with private initiative is not in the 
national interest, particularly as Sweden’s 
economical life has been built up and living 
standards improved by private initiative. 
Industries which are nationalised and become 
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a charge upon the State merely add to the . 
heavy burden at present being carried by free 
enterprise and the taxpayer. The 
simile is quite a simple one, i.¢e., a2 Man 
work to provide for his own, but not 
provide for “ work shy” or spendthrift rela- 
tives whether they be persons or the State. 

General—This report is by way of an 
addendum to the one I prepared in 1949; 
therefore I have not repeated the factual in- 
formation contained in my previous effort. 
For much of the data in this report I am 
indebted to the industrial survey prepared by 
the Swedish banks. 


LAW REPORTS 


Claim by Builders for Payment for 
Unlicensed Work Fails 


CourRT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS. AND 
LorDs JUSTICES JENKINS AND BIRKETT 


Page and Ryan v. Gorton 


THE Court of Appeal on July 13 dis- 
missed the appeal of Page and Ryan, 
builders, of Marlborough-road, Gloucester, 
against the rejection by Judge Hurst at 
Cheltenham County Court, of their claim 
against Ethel Mary Gorton, of Bishop’s 
tia Cheltenham, for £89 15s. for work 
one. 

The defendant resisted the claim on the 
ground that it was part of a contract for over 
£100, and that, as the appellants had not 
obtained a licence under the Defence 
Regulations to do work valued at. over that 
sum in one year, the contract was illegal. 
The County Court Judge decided -in her 
favour, holding that the amount of the 
contract was for some £189, and the sum 
claimed was not a separate contract, as the 
builders claimed, but part of the original 
one. 

The Master of the Rolls (Sir Raymond 
Evershed) giving judgment, said the con- 
tract was not severable, and the decision of 
the judge was correct. But one could not 
help feeling some sympathy with the 
appellants. They had done the work and 
the defendant had had the benefit of it and 
also had the privilege of not paying for it, 
because the defence, which was based on a 
legal technicality, succeeded. 

Lords Justices Jenkins and Birkett agreed. 

The Court made no order as to costs. 


Builder’s Claim for Additional 
Payment Rejected 
MARKET RASEN County CourRT 
BEFORE JupDGE R. S. SHOVE 


J. E. East v. C. H. Brocklesby 


His Honour Judge R. S. Shove defined 
the legal requirements which must be satis- 
fied in settling commercial debts in a case 
which came before him at Market Rasen 
County Court recently, on a claim by a 
North Kelsey builder for payment of an 
account for £31 9s. 5d. for work done and 
goods supplied. 

Plaintiff in the action, James Edward East, 
of North Kelsey, sued Charles. Hubert 
Brocklesby, a North Kelsey farmer, follow- 
ing a disagreement on the settlement of an 
account. Both parties were agreed that a 
cheque for £183 had been paid by Brocklesby, 
but there was a conflict of view as to. whether 
this was a full settlement or whether only 
the first of two accounts rendered had -been 
settled. 

_His Honour stated that in a case of this 
kind the onus was very strongly on the 
defendant to prove that there had been what. 
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he called “accord and satisfaction” in the 
settlement of a debt. “It is not enough,” the 
Judge pointed out, “for a debtor to say 
to‘a creditor, ‘ My bill for £150 is too much. 
Here is £100 in full settlement. Take it or 
leave it.” What the creditor would be 
quite entitled to do in such a case, said the 
Judge, would be to take the £100 and then 
instruct his solicitor to sue for the remain- 
ing £50. 

“But, on the facts of this case,” his 
Honour continued, “I find that Mr. East, 
having got his cheque in settlement, changed 
his mind about the settlement and only then 
instructed his solicitor. The evidence on the 
point is strong against him.” 

Because, however, “accord and satisfac- 
tion ” between the parties had been proved 
to his satisfaction, the Judge said he was 
bound to give judgment for the defendant 
with costs. 

Mr. J. H. Hopkins, who appeared for 
plaintiff, said that building work on 
defendant’s farm was completed at the end 
of November, and when the bill was sent 
in Brocklesby asked for further work to be 
done. There were thus two accounts 
rendered and two solicitor’s letters were 
written because of plaintiff's desire for a 
settlement. Mr. Hopkins said it was admitted 
that a cheque for £183 had been received, 
but he argued that only the first account had 
been settled, leaving the amount due on the 
second account outstanding. 

Cross-examined by Mr. H. V. Beckett, for 
the defendant, after he had made a support- 
ing statement in the witness box, James 
Edward East said he saw Brocklesby regard- 
ing the first account and agreed to sacrifice 
£12 of this. But the second amount was 
never discussed at all, he said. 

Defendant said in evidence that when he 
received the first account on December 2 he 
was dissatisfied and said that the job did 
not warrant such an expenditure. He said 
he told East to get the work finished and 
they would then try to reach agreement as 
to a reasonable price. Continuing, he said 
that when the cheque for £183 was paid 
both accounts were on the table and there 
was some bargaining. 

“When he took the cheque,” said 
Brocklesby, “I understood that we were 
both satisfied and that the job was finished.” 

Mr. Hopkins: What you are saying is. that 
East agszed to accept £183 in full and final 
settlement?—Yes, I was satisfied that it 
settled both accounts. 

The Judge drew attention to some pencilled 
figures written on the first of the accounts, 
and asked who had written them. Defend- 
ant said they were what he. jotted down 
before handing over his cheque. 

His Honour: These figures are important 
because if I accept them I must reject the 
plaintiff's evidence that the amount now 
claimed was not discussed. 

Giving judgment for the defendant, with 
costs, his Honour said it would have been 
quite possible for the plaintiff to have 
accepted £183 on account. He would then 
have been entitled to sue for the balance. 
“But the strange thing is.” said the Judge. 
“that he does not say that. What he does 
say is that he reached a settlement but that 
qnly the first account was mentioned. 
Against this, however, is the evidence of the 
pencilled figures which Mr. Brocklesby says 
he made at the time and which show that 
the second account was included in the 
settlement.” 

His Honour found that a settlement had 
been reached and that this included- the 
second account as well as the first. 
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BUILDING WORKERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Higher Wages and Full Guaranteed 
Week Demanded 


PEAKING at the opening of the 24th 
national delegates conference of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers at Torquay, on July 23, 
Mr. Harry ADAMS, president, paid a 
tribute to the work of Sir Luke Fawcett, 
the union’s general secretary, upon his 
impending retirement. “I am sure you 
will agree with me,” said Mr. Adams, 
“when I say that he ‘has won the deep re- 
spect and lasting affection of the members, 
and of everybody with whom he has had con- 
tact. While relinquishing his office as 
general secretary he has consented to serve 
the union for another year as our repre- 
sentative on the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives and the General 
Council of the Trades Union Congress, where 
his personal prestige and the positions he 
holds are of immense value.” Mr. George 
Lowthian will be the union’s new general 
secretary. 

Mr. Adams went on to say that the union 
wanted higher wages. “ Despite the fact that 
wages are double in money values as com- 
pared with immediately before the war and 
despite the increases obtained this year, we 
find it difficult to meet the most pressing 
needs on present incomes,” he said. “ Indeed, 
the wages struggle has become exasperatingly 
acute. Costs soar in respect to meat, vege- 
tables, fruit, foodstuffs generally; to clothes; 
to furniture, crockery and other household 
goods; to coal and light; to fares and news- 
papers; to rates and taxes, to practically 
everything. In the light of the realities the 
official cost-of-living figures are the sorriest 
fiction imaginable. 

“We must have more wages. The situa- 
tion is intolerable. It is rapidly becoming 
a sheer fight for existence. This conference 
will, no doubt, indicate what is to be done 
in the circumstances. 











| BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 

The new 11th edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for .1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 

21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
“*...this has become a standard volume 
covering in a _ concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.’’—The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subject... but even more on his 
uncommon gift. of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., . 
15 Nerth Audley Street, London, W.1 











July 27 1952 


“ But this must be borne in mind. All 
our fellow workers in the other industries 
and services are beset with similar problems 
and difficulties. The wages struggle is the 
most pointed phase of the class struggle. .. . 

“ Inseparably linked with the question of 
wages, as things are, is that of incentive 
bonus payments. This is a more complicated 
and controversial question. Many building 
workers regard it as a way to augment their 
earnings and would experience loss if bonus 
payments ended; an attempt has been made 
to regulate the system. 

“As you know, an agreed memorandum 
has been issued by the National Joint Coun- 
cil for the Building Industry in which certain 
safeguards are suggested and Regional Joint 
Advisory Panels are proposed to deal with 
problems as they arise. The conference will 
thresh the matter out in debate, and try to 
reach some workable conclusion in the given 
circumstances.” 


The Guaranteed Week 


After referring to the hazards of building 
operations in bad weather, Mr. Adams said 
that the guaranteed week was the paramount 
industrial issue at the moment. The time 
had arrived when there could be no further 
adjustments or compromises in this respect. 
They wanted full pay for the weekly 44 
hours, as an elementary measure to give some 
stability to their livelihood. 

While welcoming the increase in the value 
of the holiday stamps, holiday pay was still 
inadequate for the purpose, and many found 
it practically impossible to go, with® their 
families, to holiday resorts. They wanted 
reasonable means and opportunities to enjoy 
a break from their arduous toil, in fresh 
surroundings, and that break to last a fort- 
night. ‘“ We are certain that the means can 
be found to make this possible.” 

“Tam pleased to report that we appear 
to be approaching a further step forward in 
the consummation of our union’s policy of 
unification as a result of conferences with 
the National Builders’ Labourers and .Con- 
structional Workers’ Society and the Street 
Masons and Payiors. We hope to report 
further progress in due course,” the speaker 
continued. 

“ During the year much has happened to 
check and delay the development of the build- 
ing industry into a well organised, efficiently 
managed social service to meet the immense 
building needs. The mobile labour force 
of the Ministry of Works is to be disbanded. 
It was from out of this force that we hoped 
would be established the National Building 
Corporation to serve as the spearhead 
towards nationalisation of the industry. 

“The recruitment of apprentices will be 
retarded by a decision, on grounds of 
economy, to discontinue the Apprentice 
Master Scheme next March. This scheme 
was a most practical and promising means 
for training boys in the building crafts, and 
for bringing about the great revival in build- 
ing craftsmanship which is so necessary.” 

Mr. Adams said that housing was the 
greatest and most formidable social problem 
now besetting this country, but we were being 
presented with a colossal rearmaments pro- 
gramme which would render building 
reconstruction on the necessary scale simply 
impossible. 

A resolution instructing the executive to 
press the National Federation-of Building 
Trades Operatives for a new claim for 6d. 
per hour extra on wages was passed by the 
conference, Sir Richard Coppock had pre- 


_ » Viously .issued a warning that. wage. claims 
‘would not necessarily: provide a soliition to 


the rise in cost of living. 
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FESTIVAL GARDENS, 
BATTERSEA 


The Nominated Sub-contractors 


The general contractors for the Festival 
Gardens were Messrs. Dowsett Engineering 
Construction, Ltd. Messrs. Harrison and 
Seel, the co-ordinating architects, have 
supplied the following list of sub-contractors 
and suppliers : — 

NOMINATED SUBCONTRACTORS 

Ackland-Snow, Ltd.; Acresmith, Ltd.; Anderson 
Construction Co., Ltd.; Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. ; 
J. Avery and Co.; Barlow and Young; Barnum’s 
Carnival Novelties, Ltd.; Barrett Brothers (London), 
Ltd.; Ferdinand Bellan; Miss Celia Blom; Boulton 
and Paul; G. Brady and Co., Ltd., Broad and Co., 
Ltd. ; Broderick Insulated Structures, Ltd. ; Charles E. 
Bull;' B. and B. Sheet Metal Works; Alan Best 
(Exhibitions), Ltd.; L. Bloom; Brewer and Son; 
Bushey Film Studios, Ltd.; W. S. Chrysaline, Ltd. ; 
Colt Ventilation, Ltd.; Cox and Co. (Watford), 
Ltd. ; Camden Works, Ltd.; Campbell Denis, Ltd.; 
L. J. Carr and Co. (London), Ltd. ; David Chalmers ; 
Charderaft Products, Ltd.; Chubb and Sons; Henry 
Clackett; Claridges (Putney), Ltd.; Clark and Fenn, 
Ltd.; W. H. Colt (London), Ltd.; Concrete, Ltd. ; 
Crittall Mfg. Co., Ltd. 

H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; Dejongs; Richard 
Dendy and Associates; Drake and Gorham, Ltd. ; 
Drysdale and Co., Ltd.; Economic House Drainage 
Repairing Co. ; John Edgington and Co., Ltd. ; Benjamin 
Edgington ; E. J. Elgood, Ltd.; Esavian, Ltd.; David 
Esdaile and Co., Ltd.; Faldo Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
Faulkner-Greene and Co., Ltd.; Fish Tanks, Ltd. ; 
Franco Signs, Ltd.; Gaskell and Chambers (London), 
Ltd. ; Giles and Hooper; S. W. Goosey, Ltd.; J. W. 
Gray and Son, Ltd.; Gyproc Products, Ltd.; Greenwood’s 
and Airvac Ventilating Co., Ltd.; Frederick B. Hall 
and Co., Ltd.; Hampton and Sons, Ltd.; H. and R. 
Displays, Ltd.; The Harkers; Haskins; Haywards, 
Ltd.; Ben Healey; Hobart Paving Co., Ltd.; Hollis 
Brothers, Ltd. ; Holoplast, Ltd. ; Hughes and Lancaster, 
Ltd. ; G. Hunter (London), Ltd. 

Johnson Brothers (Steel Erectors), Ltd.; Barbara 
Jones ; Knight Theatre Equipment, Ltd.; Light Steel- 
work (1925), Ltd.; E. Lindegaard; London County 
Council ; London Electricity Board ; Longhurst Brothers 
and Beale, Ltd.; A. J. Main and Co., Ltd. ; Maple and 
Co., Ltd. ; William Mason and Sons, Ltd.; Marbolith 
Floor Co. ; Metalform, Ltd. ; Metropolitan Water Boad; 
Morelle Studios; A. Meyers; Walter Macfarlane 
and Co., Ltd. ; Neoflo Signs ; J. Newcombe and Sons ; 
North Thames Gas Board ; Packaged Buildings (Robert 
Building Inventions), Ltd.; Piggott Brothers and Co., 
Ltd. ; Race Upholstery, Ltd.; Redifice Construction, 
Ltd.; Rennis, Ltd.; Roberts, Adlard, Ltd.; H. D. 
Rogers; Russell Brothers (Paddington), Ltd. 

Security Scaffold, Ltd.; W. H. Smith; Somerville- 
Barnard Construction Co., Ltd. ; Stagesound (London), 
Ltd. ; Stand Designs, Ltd.; Strand Electric and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd.; Sika, Ltd.; Staines Kitchen Equip- 
ment Co., Ltd.; J. Starkie Gardner, Ltd.; Sumerling 
and Co., Ltd.; Terrazzo and Tile Products, Ltd. ; 
Tidmarsh and Sons; Veronese; Vigers Brothers, Ltd. ; 
Warner Brothers Studios; West London Firewood 
Supplies ; William Wood and Sons, Ltd.; Willard 
Engineering Co., Ltd. 


NOMINATED SUPPLIERS 


L. Bloom ; Watson Steel Construction Co. ; Ackland- 
Snow, Ltd. ; Camden Works, Ltd. ; Chardcraft Products, 
Ltd.; H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; S. W. Goosey, 
Ltd.; Hampton and Sons, Ltd.; Haywards, Ltd. ; 
Knight Theatre Equipment, Ltd.; Neoflo Signs, Ltd. ; 
Security Scaffold, Ltd. ; Strand Electric and Engineering 
Co., Ltd. ; Veronese ; Acresmith, Ltd. ; Adamsez, Ltd.; 
E£. G. Adsett; B. and B. Sheet Metal Works; Barry 
Manufacturing Co.; Baume and Co. Ltd.; J. D. 
Beardmore and Co., Ltd. ; Alan Best (Exhibitions), Ltd.; 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; Brewer and Sons ; British 
Nameplate and Engraving Co.; Broadwall Engineering 
Co.; Brunskill and Loveday, Ltd. 

Chilworth Engineering Co., Ltd.; W. S. Chrysaline, 
Ltd.; Cockade, Ltd.; E. R. Cole, Ltd.; Colledge 
(@elper), Ltd. ; J. Collins and Son, Ltd. ; Colt Ventilation 
Ltd.; Norman Cornish ; Crittall Manufacturing Co. ; 
Dalton Ballard and Co., Ltd. ; James Day (Sheet Metal 
Worker), Ltd. ; Edward Delaney; Dernier and Hamlyn, 
Ltd.; Dexion, Ltd.; Benjamin Edgington; W. T. 
Ellison and Co., Ltd.; Elsan Manufacturing Co. ; 
Expanded Metal Co., Ltd, ; Falk, Stadelmann and Co., 
Ltd.; Fibrenyle and Co., Ltd.; Giles and Hooper ; 
William Good and Son, Ltd. ; Greenwood’s and Airvac 
Ventilating Co., Ltd. ; Frederick B. Hall and Co., Ltd. ; 
Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.; Hammersmith Borough 
Council, M. Harris; G. A. Harvey (London), Ltd. ; 
E. Hill Alden and Co., Ltd. ; John Holliday and Sons, 
Ltd.; G. Hunter (London), Ltd.; Hygienette Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd. et 
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Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.; J. Jeffreys and Co., Ltd. ; 
C. H. Kempton and Co., Ltd.; Walter‘Lawrence and 
Son, Ltd.; Le Grand, Sutcliffe and Gell, Ltd.; Light 
Steelwork (1925), Ltd.; Liverpool Artificial Stone Co., 
Ltd.; Lockerbie and Wilkinson (Birmingham) Ltd. ; 
J. Long and Sons (Bath), Ltd. ; Morton Sundour Fabrics, 
Ltd. ; Walter Macfarlane and Co., Ltd.; T. W. Palmer 
and Co. (Merton Abbey), Ltd.; Redifice Construction, 
Co. ;. Rennis, Ltd. ; G. W. Scott and Sons, Ltd. ; Stage- 
Decor, Ltd.; Staines Kitchen Equipment Co., Ltd. ; 
Stedall and Co. ; William Sugg and Co., Ltd.; Sundry 
Equipment Manufactures, Ltd. 

Tidmarsh and Sons; L. Treherne; Troy Joinery and 
Cabinet Co., Ltd.; Turner Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd.; 
Universal Asbestos Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; Warner 
Brothers Studios; G. A. Williams and Sons, Ltd. ; 
Williams and Wiliiams, Ltd.; Willard Engineering Co., 
Ltd.; Ernest Race, Ltd.; Piggott Brothers and Co., 
Ltd.; London Welding Co., Ltd.; Texticyn, Ltd. ; 
Tubular Construction System, Ltd. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS’ LIST 

Willment Brothers, Ltd. ; Arthur Scull and Son, Ltd. ; 
W. A. Telling ; Rom River Co., Ltd. ; Willard Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd.; Faldo Asphalte Co., Ltd.; Hobart 
Paving Co., Ltd.; J. &W. Henderson, Ltd.; Campbell 
Denis, Ltd. ; Faulkner Greene and Co., Ltd.; Warner 
Bros, Studios ; Clark and Fenn, Ltd. ; Security Scaffold, 
Ltd.; H. and R. Displays, Ltd.; William Wood and 
Son, Ltd. ; and Ionlite, Ltd. 

W. A. Telling, Ltd.; Best-Burkle Products, Ltd.; Lep 
Exhibition Contractors, Ltd.; James Ince & Sons, Ltd.; 
and Gardner & Gulland, Ltd.; Richard Costain, Ltd.; 
were responsible for the river pier. 


SAVING STEEL 
Two Suggestions 


SPEAKING on possible ways of economising 
in the use of steel at the half-yearly meeting 
of the North-Western Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers at Macclesfield on 
July 25, Mr.*STerHeN Hupson, president 
N.F.B.T.E., said:— 


“As steel is likely to be in short supply 
for a long time it will, no doubt, be neces- 
sary, in addition to drawing up an alloca- 
tion scheme, to explore ways and means of 
effecting economies. Two suggestions which 
it might be well worth while to consider in 
this connection are to make more timber 
available and use that material instead of 
reinforced concrete in the floors and other 
parts of buildings, and to use more cement 
and, therefore, less reinforcement steel, in 
the making of roads.” 


NATIONALISATION 
“No Alibi for Low Output ” 


“SomE of the speeches at recent trades 
union conferences can do no more than 
make the ‘nationalisation of the building 
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industfy ’ horse turn in its grave,” said Mr. 
STEPHEN Hupson, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
at the half-yearly meeting of the Liverpool 
Regional Federation at Liverpool on July 24. 
“Not only was the animal disposed of by 
the Working Party, whose report was signed 
by the leaders of the building trades oper- 
atives, but many nails, including the recent 
one by Mr. Arthur Deakin, have been driven 
into its coffin. 


“The large number of building trades 
operatives who think for themselves and 
realise the difficulties which the country is 
facing at the present time will, I am sure, 
agree with me that nationalisation is no alibi 
for low output and that if we are to get 
the much needed improvement there must 
be more co-operation and less recrimination 
within the industry.” 


MATERIALS FOR 
EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 


County Council’s Stockpiling 
Action Criticised 

THE DERBYSHIRE EDUCATION (COMMITTEE’S 
recommendation for the bulk purchase of 
£100,000 worth of timber for school furni- 
ture and fittings and ironmongery, bring- 
ing the total estimated expenditure up to 
£117,000, was sharply criticised by Mr. 
Scopes and vigorously defended as “ fore- 
sight” by the Chairman of the Committee 
(Ald. F. A. Gent). Condemning the Com- 
mittee’s “ stockpiling,” Mr. Scopes said such 
action made it very difficult for those respon- 
sible for looking after property to obtain 
materials that were in short supply. 


Alderman Gent said he would have thought 
that the Council would have approved the 
foresight of the Committee in providing these 
materials, so that the schools building pro- 
gramme would not be held up. ; 


NATIONAL INSURANCE 
Changes Affecting Retirement Pensions 


CHANGES in the National Insurance Scheme 
affecting retirement pensions, widows’ 
benefits and the allowances for some de- 
pendent wives are to operate from July 16 
under an Order* made by Dr. Edith 
Summerskill, Minister of National Insurance. 


A new feature of the National Insurance 
Act, 1946, was the increments on retirement 
pensions which employed and self-employed 
people could earn by continuing in regular 
work beyond the minimum pension age of 
65 (men) or 60 (women). From July 16 the 
rate of these increments has been increased 
from 1s. to 1s. 6d. for every 25 Class 1 
(employed) or Class 2 (self-employed) con- 
tributions, paid on or after that date. The 
increments on a wife’s pension paid on her 
husband’s insurance will remain at 1s. during 
his lifetime, but if he dies before her any 
1s. increments he has earned for her since 
July 16, 1951, will then be paid ‘to her at 
the Is. 6d. rate. 


As a result of these bigger increments a 
man who now becomes 65 and continues in 
a full-time job until 70 years of age could 
earn increments of 15s. for himself and 10s. 
for his wife if she is not more than five years 
younger than him. This means that he and 
his wife could then qualify for a combined 
retirement pension of 75s. a week for life. 
If his wife survived him her pension would 
then be 45s. a week. 





* National Insurance Act (Commencement) Order, 
Ne. 1213.(CS). 


1951. Price 2d. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


R.LB.A. Golfing Society 

The annual summer week-end meeting of 
the R.I.B.A. Golfing Society was held on 
July 7 and 8 at the Royal Cinque Ports 
Links, Deal, where the Society was most 
hospitably received. The weather was ex- 
cellent and the course in a kindly condition. 
Results of the competitions were as 
follows:— 

The Captain’s Cup and Silver Tankard, 
presented by H. St. J. Harrison: A. D. 
McGill, 79-10=69. 

The President’s Prize and Silver Spoon: 
E. H. Firmin, 414 points. 

The Allenby Bowl: W. D. White, 38 
points. 

The ‘Foursomes Competition: Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott and A. D. McGill, 34% points. 


Sheffield Hospital Architectural Division 


The Architectural Division of the Board 
of the Sheffield Regional Hospital has 
been re-established at the board’s head- 
quarters at Fulwood House, Old Fulwood- 
road, Sheffield, 10. Telephone: Sheffield 
32937-8-9. ; 


Penalties for Lead Thefts 


Because it is considered sentences imposed 
for lead thefts are so light as not to dis- 
courage the thefts, the Metropolitan 
Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee are to 
call on the Home Office to make the penal- 
ties heavier. 


The Secretariat Building, New Delhi 

It has been pointed out that the Secre- 
tariat Building, a view of which was included 
in our notice of the R.I.B.A. Exhibition, 
“One Hundred Years of British Architec- 
ture,” was designed by the late Sir Herbert 
Baker and not by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 


The Importance of Housing 


Speaking to members of the North Wales 
branch of the Rural District Councils Asso- 
ciation at Rhyl, Ald. A. E. Cross, of 
Wrexham, stressed the shortage of labour 
on corporation housing schemes. _ Housing, 
he said, was the most important thing in the 
country in regard to building. Schools were 
necessary, but children were in them for 
only four hours a day and the rest of the 
day and night they spend in crowded houses. 


Electricity Board’s Building Work 

Sir Frank Soskice, the Attorney-General, 
replying in the House of Commons on July 
23 to a question by Mr. Bullus, said that he 
had considered a full report concerning 
alleged breaches of Defence Regulation 56A 
in connection with building work done by 
the Yorkshire Electricity Board at Scarcroft 
and Bramhope. The report disclosed a 
prima facie case of infringement of the regu- 
lation, and he had accordingly given instruc- 
tions for criminal proceedings to be 
instituted against those responsible. 


New Savings Drive 


Next winter the National Savings move- 
ment, with its 300,000 voluntary workers, will 
be engaged in an intensive “ Lend Strength 
to Britain” drive for more savings to help 
finance the immense re-armament programme 
for national security and to check the rising 
cost of living. For this purpose the advan- 
tages of investing in the new three per cent. 
National Savings Certificates and Defence 
Bonds will be stressed, and many towns and 
villages will hold special Savings Weeks with 
a varied programme of events. 
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WASTE PAPER RECOVERY 


A new target of 1,200,000 tons of 
salvaged waste paper and cardboard in 
various forms must be achieved in the 
current year if the needs of industry are 
to be met for the defence programme, 
export drive and home market. In making 
the appeal the Council of the Trade and 
Technical Press point out that many 
industrial processes depend upon waste 
paper, one ton of which will supply 
enough plasterboard to make ceilings for 
ten new houses. Nearly all industries 
depend on waste paper for packaging 
materials. 

Waste paper merchants are prepared to 
buy waste from large business houses and 
manufacturing firms, and in view of the 
monetary value of waste paper to-day it 
may be well worth while financially, as 
well as a patriotic duty, for firms to contact 
their local waste paper merchants. Infor- 
mation as to the whereabouts of these 
can be obtained from the Waste Paper 
Recovery Association at 52, Mount-street, 








London, W.1. 














T.D.A. Examination 


The results of the T.D.A. Higher Certifi- 
cate Examination, held in May, 1951, 
are now published. One candidate has been 
awarded a Distinction, namely J. A. Schol- 
field, of Messrs. Burt, Boulton and Haywood, 
Ltd. Certificates have been awarded to: 

Thomas Bain (Glasgow), David Burnett- 
Stuart (Southampton), Harold Davies (Roch- 
dale), R. Emmerson (Newcastle-on-Tyne), 
J. I. Gammie (Radlett), R. C. Gibbs (Ilford), 
T. Gillie (Edinburgh), W. A. _ Ireland 
(Leicester), D. H. Johnson (Liverpool), J. J. 
Matthews (Cheltenham), A. Palmer (Leices- 
ter), D. Peryer (Teddington), E. W. J. Quin 
(East Barnet), D. J. Roach (Sittingbourne), 
J. D. Roberts (Leicester), J. T. Wolf (Beeston, 
Notts) and R. A. Stock (Chingford). 











ROOFING 


Prompt and careful attention is a feature 
of the Boddy Rocfing Service which 
embraces every type of Roofing work. 


ASBESTOS. 
STRIPPING and 
RE-COVERING 


SLATING 
AND 


TILING 


ETC. 


A Technical Staff is always available for 

consultation with Architects, Builders and 

all concerned with Roof Construction and 
Maintenance. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
COMPANY LIMITED 
81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Search for Alternative Materials 


ACCORDING to a notice issued by the 
Ministry of Materials, misunderstanding has 
arisen over a statement about zinc made by 
the Lord Privy Seal in the House of Com- 
mons on June 27 (Hansard, Vol. 489, No. 
128, Col 1416). There was nothing in this 
statement to suggest that, because other 
processes should be introduced so as to save 
zinc used in galvanising, there will’ be less 
need for zinc to be produced in the United 
Kingdom, and imported from the Common- 
wealth and other sources. This interpreta- 
tion has nevertheless been placed on the 
Minister’s statement. 

As Mr. Stokes made clear on that occa- 
sion, it is his opinion that zinc is likely to 
continue to be in short supply. 

In the immediate future the requirements 
of defence will be the determining factor, 
and in the longer term demand will be sus- 
tained at a high level by progressive 
industrial development at home and over- 
seas. 

The Lord Privy Seal therefore considers it 
important that the use of alternative 
materials should be encouraged as far as 
practicable, and that the ‘research into ways 
and means of saving zinc in galvanising and 
for other purposes should be accelerated. If 
this could be done it would then be possible 
to release more zinc for processes in which 
no substitutes are likely to be available and 
in consequence the country’s zinc resources 
could be used to the fullest advantage. The 
demand would still be such that we should 
want every available ton. 


TRADE NEWS 
Railway Dismantling, Yorks. 

George Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd., have 
purchased, for dismantling, the, railway from 
Pickering to Seamer in Yorkshire, which is 
approximately 15 miles long; 3,450 tons of 
rails and 35,000 sleepers will become avail- 
able. The dismantling of eight bridges will 
provide several hundred tons of badly needed 
scrap. 


Fittings for Tubular Framing 


The light “‘ Tubeclamp” structures, which 
were used: for all the semi-covered stands 
at the recent Ministry of Works Modern 
Building Exhibition, Chester, consisted of a 
range of fittings specially designed for mul- 
tiple-unit construction of permanent, semi- 
permanent, or temporary tubular framed 
buildings. Using 14-in. nominal bore 
tube, the fittings can be utilised to fabricate 
almost any size of building having a normal 
ridge type roof of 274 degree pitch. Another 
range of “ Tubeclamps” is available for the 
fabrication of lean-to buildings. The pitch 
of these fittings is 124 degrees. Buildings 
fabricated from “Tubeclamps” can be 
clad in any of the normal sheeting materials 
such as asbestos, corrugated steel or bitu- 
minised steel sheets, and they are also par- 
ticularly suited to canvas covering. 

Advantages claimed for the system are 
quicker and cheaper construction; tem- 
porary buildings can be erected without any 
mechanical form of preparation; and build- 
ings so constructed can be dismantled, re- 
erected or extended at will. The present 
range of fittings consists of aluminium alloy 
castings capable of producing truss spans 
of up to 25 ft. Another range is steel cast- 
ings of high tensile strength produced to 
cater for larger spans. The manufacturers 
are Tubeclamps, Ltd., 59, Beavers-lane, 
Hounslow, Middlesex. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 

To PREVENT a continuation of the brick 
shortage which has been holding up building 
in Argyll, the county council have decided 
to order bricks from England, and will pay 
extra cost of transportation. Building sites 
affected include Mull, Millhouse, Colintraive, 8 
and Strone. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeenshire.—Plans have been prepared for 
alterations and additions, estimated to.cost £50,000, 
to the North pee Hospital Board’s Woodlands 
House at for which the architect is Mr. 
Charles ©. Wrieht. F.R.1.B.A., 1, Albyn-pl., Great 
Western-rd., Aberdeen. P 

Carmnwath.—Plans for a housing scheme of 9 
houses are in the hands oi Mr. Ian V. Paterson, 
191, Ingram-st., Glasgow, ©.1. 

East Kitbride.—-Plans te be prepared for new 
Church of Scotland and .other appointments, for 
which the architect is Mr. H. Taylor, F.R.I.B.A., 
56, Brantsfield-gdns., Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for new buildings to 
be erected at a Niddrie-rd. site at an ‘estimated 
cost of £40,000. The architects are J. & P. John- 
gone. F.R.1.B.A., 47, Charlotte-st., Leith, Edin: 

urg 

Glasgow.—Corporation propose new housing 
scheme at Ruchenzie consisting of 1,464 houses, 
for which pee ve by be prepared by Mr. Archi- 

bald I. Jury, F architect, Housing Depart- 
ment, Glasgow ‘ton wie Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans to be prepared for new 
Buble Sek and combined dinin dal at Jackson 

ublic School. The architect is William Watt, 

B.A. bert-rd., Motherwell. Wishaw 

ge enh to erect 60 houses at "Muirside 
housing site, Baillieston, ie which the architect 
is Mr. Samuel MacColl, F.R.I.B.A., County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Motherweil-Wishaw.—Corporation to have plans 
prepared for a scheme of houses estimated to cost 
£1,500,000, at Thornlie and Pather. The architect 
is Mr. J. Bisset Scott, Manicipal-bldgs., The Cross, 

—A new factory covering an area 


Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Vale of Leven 
of 150,000 sq. Tt, is to be built at Strathleven In- 
dustrial Estate, for Burroughs Adding Machines Co. 
Treasury approval for the new project has been 
granted and it will be built by the Scottish Indus- 
trial Estates, Ltd. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues, Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


obtained 
gh wolags 
Y 30. 
*tCardiganshire 0.0 “Erection of new infants’ 
school, Cardigan. Paar A., County Hall, 


Aberayron. Dep, £2 2s 

*tHeston and Isleworth Boro.’—4 and 33 dwel- 
lings on two sites in Lg ae er rd. South, Houns- 
low. O. P. F. wie B.E. & S., 88, Lampton- rd., 
Hounslow. Dep. mare 


uGust 1. 

*t+ Bristol 1.0.—Tinee pairs of 
Ham er ean Brislington. J. Ne 
F.R. City A., Eagle House, 
Breick E 5 

tCoseley U.D.C.—11 shops and maisonettes, Wood- 
cross estate (contract No. 25). C€., Council House, 
Coseley. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 31. 

AUGUST 2. 

*tSurrey C.C.—Extension to provide classroom 
and lavatory accommodation for 120 pupils at 
Kingston Vale, Robin Hood county prim. sch., 
be A., County Hall, Kingston-upon-Thames. 

*+Surrey ©.C.—Extension to provide classroom 
and lavatory accommodation for 160 pupils at 
Malden, Green-la. county prim. sch. County A., 
County Hall, Kingston-upon-Thames. 

AUGUST 3. 

_tConsett (Durham) U.D.C.—31 houses on Moor- 
side No. 3 site. J. J. Eltringham, architect, Der- 
went-st., Blackhill. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
September 4. 


lice heaens. 
son Meredith, 
"Celston ave., 


AUG 
*t Staffordshire On Erection Wu Wheel-la. pro- 
posed county pw a egh., ae eld 5 H. Still- 
man, F.R.1.B.A., , Green Hall, Lichfield-rd., 
Stafford. Dep. £4 


THE BUILDER 


*+Staffordshire C.C.— Erection of | Brickpovee Farm 
Bi ‘oposed — = prime. sch., 69 ¥ 5 Regis, Sw? 
ireingnoes Stillman; F A. & 
, Green Hall; Lichfield. Stafford. —s “£4 4s. 


gh ek pee raga to Cannock 


Ceunty Mini Colleg C, H. . Stillman, 
¥.R.LB.A., A. 2% Grom Hail, Lichfield-rd., Staf- 
ford. Dep. £4 


are No saat " .0.—Adaptation of Rangemore 
Hall, near a a -Trent, to form  Needwood 
ag ger H. Stillman, F.R.I.B.A., A. & 
, Green Hall, Lich rd., Stafford. Dep. “£4 4s. 


AUGUST 6. 
Wrexham B,C.—544 pow Ma at Queen’s Park 
— B.E. & 8., 31, Chester-st., Wrexham. Dep. 


AUGUST 7. 

*tChester T.C.—106 houses on the Blacon housing 
estate, contract No. 3/106. City E. & 8., Municipal 
Offices, 43, Northgate-st., Chester. 

AUGUST 10. 

*Mid-Wales Police Authority. — Three police 
houses. -H. C. W. Strickland (F.), County Archi- 
tect, Rhyd Offices, Brecon. 

Oakham R.D.C,—16 houses at Manton and 12 a 
Edithweston. H. W. Kelham, A.R.I.B.A., 14, A 
Saints’-pl., Stamford, Lincs. Dep, £1 1s. 

West Riding of Yorkshire C.C.—Proposed adapta- 
tions at (a) the Ripon fire station, and (b) the 
proposed fire Station at Marsden. County A., 

‘ Bishopgarth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 

AUGUST 11. . 

*tBuckingham R.D.C.—31 houses on various sites. 
a & Hicks (FF.), 19, Cavendish-sq., London, 


AUGUST 12. 

*+Gillingham B.C.—33 flats, with roof laundries 
and basement stores. E.&S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders 
by September 10. 

AUGUST 13. 

*Lincoin T.C.—Flats and houses, Dixon-st. and 

Avondale-st. City A., Stamp End, Lincoln. Dep. 


Monmouthshire C.C.—Six s.d. houses at Prioress 
Hill, Institute of Agriculture, Usk. -Colin L. Jones, 
County A., Queen’s Hill, Newport, Mon. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Nuneaton T.C.—24 houses on a Marton estate. 
B.S., Council ee pons £2 

}GUST Sy 

*Rugby 8.0.—Erection of 30 houses at Lanford- 

la., Bilton. BS., “ Benford House,” Rugby. Dep. 


£5 5s. 











P Since 
: 
Su 


CAD sone 


















NO “HARD LABOUR” 
WASHING DOWN FOR 
ME, MANGER’S 
SAVES ME HOURS, 
LETS ME GET ON 
WITH THE JOB 



















SOLUTION IS EASY TO 
PREPARE, WASHES OFF 
WITH A SPONGE, 

A, REMOVING ALL 
GREASE AND GRIME 












AFTERWARDS WORK DRIES 
QUICKLY, FREE OF SMEARS, 
AND LEAVES A GOOD 
SURFACE FOR RE-PAINTING 
WITHOUT LOSS OF 
TIME 


[asin 
Fi 
MANGERS . 


SUGAR SOAP 

















8/6 doz. or 8/- doz. 


in’ 3-doz. case lots 





137 


AUGUST 17. 
New Forest R.D.C.—16 houses at L own Park, 
Byte E. & 8., Council Offices, Lyndhurst. Dep. 


UGUST 18 
Haverhill (sutrolx). U.D.6.—12. houses agt a flats 
on Park-ave. site, off Withersfield-rd. D. C Neuter: 
—_— architect, 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. 


*Haverhill U.D.C.—12 houses and two Duplex 
flats, Park-ave. site, off Whithersteld td., Haver- 
hill. D.C. Denton-Smith, L.R.1.B.A., 40, Regent-st., 
Cambridge. Dep. £2 

Longbenton U.D.C. ic pairs of aged persons’ 
bungalows “ Front-st., Annitsford. A. E. Sweet- 
man, E. , Council Offices, Forest Hall, New- 
castle-on- Syie Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 20. 
*Blyth B.C.—Erection of a slg Bi on xe 
mortem room at Park View East, 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £1 1s. 
AUGUST 21. 

Bacup B.C.—8 type “B” aged persons’ bunga- 
lows, Cobden-st. site, —— Bacup. Boro’ E., 
Municipal Offices. Dep, £2 2s 


AUGUST 23. 
*Barnes Boro’.—Alterations to seven properties, 
Alexandra-rd., 8.W.14. B.E. & S. 

AUGUST 24. 

*Camberwell 8B.C.—Erection of 12 houses on 
housing site No. 52 ge and Avondale-rise). 
John Grey & Partner ae re 17, Buckingham- 
st., Strand, W.C.2. 

*Chesterton ang St. phn al Water Board.— 
Construction of permanent brick —* to re- 
place temporary structure at Kingston Pumping 
Station. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, na 
33, Great Charles- st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £3 & 

*West Riding of Yorkshire C.C.—Adaptations pce 
alterations at West Riding divisional police head. 
quarters, Barnsley. County A. | a tatatias 
Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 25. 

*City of Bradford Education Com.—Erection of 
one or both of two new infant schools (240 scholars 
each) eonstructed to same plan_and design at 
Reevy Hill and Canterbury-ave., Bradford, respec- 
tively. City A., Town Hall. 

*Godalming B.C.—12 dwellings on Aaron’s Hill 
estate. E. & S., Branksome, Filmer-gr., Godalm- 
ing. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 27. 

*Alton R.D.C.—Erection of six houses and ‘an- 
cillary site works on the West Tisted housing site. 
E., Council Offices, Barton. End, Alton, Hants. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Bishop’s Castle T.C.—12 houses. Greatrix and 
McLennan, architects, 13, Victoria-rd., Kington, or 
7, St. Helens- rd., Swansea. 

Congleton T.C.—Erection of (a) 7 aged persons’ 
bungalows, Bromley Farm, and (b) 3 aged _ persons’ 
bunga!ows, Parson-st. C. Brown, Boro’ E., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdon C.C.—Erection of one pair of police 
houses at American-la., Huntingdon, and one at 
Great Gransden. Hands, County A., County- 
bidgs., Huntingdon. 

Tavistock R.D.C.—18 houses at Lamerton. Ross- 
ington and Fogden, architects, National Provincial 
Bank-chbrs., Tavistock. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Weymouth and Meicombe Regis B.C.—A pair of 
houses at junction of Camp-rd. and Lea-rd., Wey- 
mouth. E. S., 6, Pulteney-blidgs., Weymouth. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 31. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Erection of (2) one yale. house 
and office at Cumnor-rd., Wooton, and (b) two 
police houses and an office at Langley Common, 
Arborfield. County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. in respect of each site. 

“Walthamstow Boro’.—22 houses, Bulls _ Farm, 
Billet-rd., E.17. Boro’ Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Rushden U.D.C.—Extensions to the Council 
buildings. E. & S. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Stourbridge B.C.—Six shops. 4 maisonettes, 2 
flats, 9 lock-up garages and incidental ogg on 
Norton estaie. Bridgewater and Coulton, Queen’s 
se Paradise-st., Birmingham, 1. Dep. 

3s 


*Stourbridge B.C.—152 dwellings (divided into 
four groups ranging between 22 and 60 dwellings 
per group) on Wollaston Farm estate. Bridgewater 
and Coulton, Queen’s — Paradise-st., 
Birmingham, 1. Dep. 

4 U. - c.—40 honses, = Bridges estate. 
H. P. Tame, E. & S. Dep. £ 

po Mace Pye . 

Walton and Weybridge U,D.C.—28 houses on 
Burwood-rd. estate. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Walton-on-Thames. 

SEPTEMBER 11. 

“Carmarthenshire ©C.C.— New workshops § at 
Pibwrlwyd rural technical institute, nr. Carmarthen. 
W. T. Lioyd, ter ee County A., County Hall, 
Carmarthen. Dep. ee 


NO 
*Midhurst U.D,C,—13 owellin s on South Hart- 
ing site. T. Greenfield, ee .A., “ Newstead,” 
Midhurst, Sussex. Dep. £1 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
eaagiaersomnge ETC. 


GUST 
*+Stepney B. a aoe: works at blocks nos. 
1, 12, 14, 15 and 16, Sidney-st. housing scheme. 
Sydney Clough, Son & Partners, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 
Devonshire-chbrs., ~, Devonshire-st., W.1. 
AUGUST 10. 


*Wembley Boro’.—Internal and externa] redecora- 
tions to three nae, B.E. & = 
UGUST 1 
West ea yok Yorkshire by c County E. & S., 
County Hall anon ‘d. ere 8.) 


uGcu 
oKingstenapen-Thames, ry Cc. ~Bxternal, decoration 
of 28 aluminium ie eigen houses. Boro’ &., 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 
AUGUST 18. 


Warsop U.D.C.—Wiring for electricity of 147 pre- 
war council houses, Fitzherbert-st. area, Market 
Warsop., R. J. Smith, C., Town A ery, Dep. £2 2s, 

SEPTEMBER 3 

“Wood Green Boro’.—Repair of war damage and 
decorations, Public Baths, Weéstern-rd. B.E. & 8. 
Dep, £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 7. 
Southalj B.C.—Reconstruction of eae Margaret- 
rd. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. — 
AUGUST 
+ Gloucester R.D.0- Frampton, Saul and East- 
ington sewage disposal scheme. W. Herbert Bate- 
man & Partners, Chesterfiekd House, Batheaston, 


Bath. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by September 3. 
*tWoking U.D.C.—Byfleet Sewerage Improvement 
Ofices . P. Tame, A.M.I.C.E., E. & §., Council 
ces 


AUGUST 15. 
t+tBlyth R.D.C.—Construction of two r.c. towers, 
one at Saxmundham and the other in parish of 
Sibton. Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, engineers, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Dep. £10. Tenders by August 31. 
AUGUST 18. 
tShepton Mallet R.D.C.—Comprehensive water 
supply (contract No. 3). W. Herbert Bateman & 
Partners, consultant engineers, Chesterfield House, 
Batheaston, Bath. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
September 3. 
AUGUST 27. 


St. Neots U.D.C.—Main drainage, contract No. 2. 
John Taylor & Sons, Artillery House, Artillery-row, 
Westminster, S.W.2. Dep. £5. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

Billesdon R.D.C.—Sewers and sewage disposal 
works at Houghton-on-the-Hilj. Pick, Everard, 
og d and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 


2s. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Whittlesey U.D.C.— Laying in of roads and 
sewers, etc., in the second stage of development of 
the Drybread. rd. ones estate. uddle and 
Wilkinson, F./L./A.R.1.B.A., Long Canseway-chire., 
Peterborough. Dep. £2 

NO DATE, 

Watford B.C.—Names required of contractors 
wishing to submit tenders for future road and 
sewerage works. C. Sage, A.M.L.C.E., Boro’ E., 
Town Hall. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Balham.—SuHorps aNnD F.Lats.—Wandsworth B.C. 
has approved revised sketch plans prepared by 
Boro’ E. for second phase of Rinaldo-st. scheme. 
Plans provide for three large shop units, five lock- 
up shops and 20 flats. 

Clapham.—F.ats.—Wandsworth B.C. _ received 
stages 2 and 3 planning approval from L.C.C. in 
respect of proposed 14 flats on Rashleigh-st. site 
for which plans have been prepared by . 

Islington.—Dwr.iinGs.—Messis. E. C. Monson, 
F/A.R.1.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, bins been 
appointed by B.C. to prepare a housing scheme to 
be erected on sites of Nos. 37-43 (odd), Canonbury 
Park South. O. E. Parratt, F.R.I.C.S., has been 
appointed quantity surveyor for the scheme. 

Islington.—Site ror Lisprary.—B.C. Law and 
General Purposes Com. has requested L.C.C. to 
designate the site of 289, Camden-rd. which it is 
considered could be usefully developed, together 
with a neighbouring site, by the erection of a 
public library. 

Islington.—F Lats AND Martsonettes.—Housing 
Com. _ appointed Messrs. E. C. P. Monson, 
F/A.R.1.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, to prepare a 
nao ‘for about 38 flats and maisonettes to be 
erected on two sites in Cornelia-st. and St. Clement- 
> which the B.C. = Ly the process of acquiring. 


E. Parratt, FP.R.LC.S., has been appointed 
quantity surveyor — ‘the scheme. 
Southfields. — Fats. — Donald Hamilton, 


L.R.LB.A., F.R.LC.S., 7, Connaught-pl., W.2, has 
prepared for Wandsworth B.C. a scheme for 48 
flats to be erected on West Hill-rd. site. Gordon 
Harris, A.R.I.C.8., A.I.Arb., has been appointed 
quantity surveyor tor the scheme. 
Streatham.—Fiats.—A scheme prepared by the 
Boro’ E. for 24 flats to be erected at Estreham-rd. 
site has been approved by Wandsworth Honsing 
Com. Andrew S. Roberts & Partners have been 
appointed quaatity surveyors for the scheme. 


THE BUILDER 





** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
NEW SCRAP PRICES 

Following increases in the prices of virgin lead 
and zinc, the Minister of Supply (Mr. George R. 
Strauss) has made an Order (S.I., 1951, No. 1318) 
increasing the maximum prices of the classes of non- 
ferrous scrap and secondary metal which contain the 
two metals, The Order also brings brass ingots and 
billets under price control for the first time. The 
new price for re-melted lead (now defined as 
“re-melted, containing by weight not less than 
96.00 and not more than 99.96 per cent. of 

lead’’) is £165 per ton, an increase of £18. 


SANITARY FIRECLAY WARE : 

* Following increases in costs the Minister of Works 
has authorised an overall increase of 64 per cent. 
in the maximum home trade selling prices for 
sanitary fireclay ware. The increase, operative as 
from July 13; has been applied as follows :— 

Urinal ware—percentage addition to list prices 
raised from 5 to 10 per cent. 


All other ware—percentage addition to list prices 
raised from 15 to 224 per cent. 











Streatham.—F Lats. —Wandsworth Housing Com. 
has approved Boro’ A.’s sketch plans and lay-out 
providing for 12 flats at Baldry-gdns. site. 

Tooting.—AGrep Persons’ DweLiines.—L.C.C, has 
granted Stage 2 planning consent to plans pre- 
pared by Boro’ E., Wandsworth, for eight or per- 
sons’ dwellings on Hebdon-rd. ‘site. 

Tooting,—F.Lats.—A scheme prepared by the 4 

for 12 flats to be erected on Burmester-rd. 
has been approved by Wandsworth Housing come 
Messrs. F. Horsfall & Partners have been appo:nted 
quantity surveyors. i 

Tooting.—Fiats.—L.C.C. has granted planning 
permission to Wandsworth B.C: to erect 12 flats at 
Himley-rd., plans for which have been prepared by 
Boro’ E. & A. 

Tooting.—Site Acquisition.—M.L.G. and P. have 
confirmed without modification Wandsworth B.C.’s 
C.P.0. in respect of sites of Nos. 105111 (odd), 
Mellison-rd. and Nos, 2-16 (even), Himley-rd., 
Tooting. Site is needed in connection with B.C.’s 
1961 building programme. 

Wandsworth.—Lisrary.—Sketch plans and lay- 
out prepared by Harold Baily, F.R.I.B.A.,: 3la, 
John Adam-st., Adelphi, W.C.2, for rebuilding of 
Allfarthing-la. Library, have ‘been approved by 
Libraries and Ed. Com 

Wandsworth.—SITE ror Hovsinc.—Housing Com. 

ropose acquiring for housing purposes sites of 

Nos. 11 and 13, East-hill. Boro’ E. is preparing a 
scheme for flats to be erected on the site. 

Wandsworth.—F.ats.—L.C.C. has given planning 
consent for 12 flats to be erected on B.C.’s two York- 
rd. sites. Plans by poi E. A. 

Wandsworth. Fiats. — Housing Com. has 
approved detailed though a prepared by Mr. 
Cc. H. James, R.A., F.R.I. , 5, Bloomsbury-st., 
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W..1, for 12 flats for aged persons on Notre Dame 
estate. The architect has been instructed. to nego- 
tiate with William Moss & Sons, Ltd., a price 
erecting the flats. 

Wandsworth.—Matsonettes, Houses, SHops, etc.— 
Housing Com. has Spproved a layout prepared by 
Arthur W. Kenyon, C I.B.A., 15, Adeline. 
pl., Bedford-sq., W.C.1, Sa oniding ony 294 flats or 
maisonettes, 56 houses, 18 aged persons’ dwellings 
and 6 shops, at Putney Vale housing site. A Si 
is also set aside for a county prim. sch. 

Miller, F.R.LC.S., is quantity surveyor for the 
scheme. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—T.C. propose new pubtic baths near 
Kenyon-st. 

Bellingham.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, are architects for Me houses 


for R. 

Billingham-on-Tees. —Kitching and Co., 21, Albert- 
td., Middlesbrough, have prepared plans for a 
further 96 houses on U.D.C.’s Rosebery-rd, éstate. 

Blackburn.—T.C. seeks loan of £69,684 for 58 
houses at Green-la. site, and £25,666 for 20: houses 
at Clarendon-rd. site. 

Bromsgrove.—Governors of Tech. Sch. propose 
additional classrooms. 

Bury.—E.C. propose new Sec. Tech. Sch. off 
Radcliffe-rd. 

Caernarvonshire.—E.C. propose new prim. sch. 

m. 1eanones. near Bethesda. : 
haddert nU.D.C. propose new library im 
outs wird. Stage 1 (£7,000 

Cheadle (Staffs).—C.C, propose erection of com- 
bined ambulance and fire stn. 

Chester.—M.O.E. approved first stage of New 
Coilege of Further Education and Prim, Sch. at 
Lache estate, for E.C. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose ‘new art library and 
mascans at Jordan Well aad Bayley-la., at £286,000: 
D. G. Gibson, City A 

onan. —R D.C. proposes houses at Hartlea- 
ave., Whessoe 

Denhoime.-U.D.C. Surveyor to prepare layout 
for 20 houses at Denholme Clough. 

Derbys.—N.C.B. to erect pithead baths, lamp 
room, canteen and colliery offices at Denby Hall 
Colliery. 

Doncaster.—T.C. seeks loan of £11,500 for five 
shops and flats at Intake estate. 

Doncaster.—T.C. approved plans for warehouses 
* para Works, St. Catherine’s-ave., for Peglers, 

AL. 

Dudley.—B.C. to prepare quantities for aged 
persons’ dwellings at Laurel-gr. Quantity Sur- 
veyors, Rutter & Lowe, 70, Alcester-rd. South, 
Birmingham. | 

Durham.—City Counc'l has authorised Dr. Sharp, 
planning consultant, to prepare sketch plang for 
redevelopment of New Elvet area. Scheme will 
inctude one-, two- and three-bedroomed flats and 
flats for single people. 

Easington.—R.D.C. has approved plans for 
rebuilding of Thornley Miners’ Welfare Institute ; 
layout plans for 108 houses, Eden-la., for 
Peterlee Development Corpn. 

Fylde—R.D.C. propose 26 ‘houses, Bush-la., 
Freckleton. 

Gateshead.—Land in Carr Hill-rd. to be appre- 
jas tay by T.C. for a proposed child welfare 
centre. 

Golborne.—South Lanes Housing Aastn. propose 
further 10 houses, Culceth, 

Hastings. —Housing Com. recommend approval 
for seeking M.L.G. & P. loan sanction for 16 
houses and 16 flats at Hollington (£40,050), and 
12 flats at Rock-la., Winchelsea-rd., site (£13,319). 

Hexham.—U.D.C. is ptanning garden city estate 
of between 50 and 60 houses, — will be offered 
for sale to tenants. M.L.G. & P. will be asked 
to consider the plan. : 

Jarrow-on-Tyne,—T.C. considering pians for erec- 
tion of flats and maisonettes under a redevelopment 
scheme for land north of Ormonde-st. First 48 
dwellings are expected to cost £55,744. Plans by 
Boro’ E., Perkins. 

Lancaster.—T.C. propose.40 flats, Hala estate, ab 
£58,129. 

Leicester.—E.C. pita plans for inf. sch., 
Melton-rd., at_£66 » 

Liverpool. atptih " Railways are undertaking 
modernisation of concourse at Lime-st. stn. 

Liverpool.—_New Anglican church proposed at 
Speke. Architect, Bernard A. Miller, 66, Rodney- 
st., Liverpool. 

Londonderry.—Dunlop Cotton Mills, Ltd., Roch- 
dale, Lancs, propose erection of a new factory for 
production of rayon cord. 

Northwich.—U.D.C. propose 32-34 houses at rear 
of Beswicks-rd.—To erect new health depot, 
Leicester-st. 

Oldham.—G.P.0. propose telephone repeater stn., 
Chas -ber-rd. 

Shoiiey Bridge (Co. Durham).—Newcast'e-on-Tyne 
Reg. Hospital] Brd., Newcastle, has approved in 
principle proposals ‘tor operating theatre unit at 
Shotiey Bridge Hospital. (Work not likely to pro- 
ceed until next year.) Est. cost between £25,000 
and sg Board’s Chief A., P. H. Knighton, 
M.B.E., A R.I.B.A. 

South Shields, —E.C.’ s building ptogramme next 
year may include a six-form entry ‘sec. sch. and 
two prim. schools in Simonside area. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. has _ received 
M.L.G. and P. consent to appropriate seven acres 
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at Leazes for housi purposes—U.D.C. intends 
Selling land at vam ld to Durham C.C. for a 


proposed nursery 

Wes ton.—U.DC. to arent a further 24 
houses at Hindleys estate No. 9. 

w —T.C. propose occupation centre at Scot- 


la.; hostel at Rorley Hall estate.—Seek loan of 
£43,749 for 20 enh houses at Dumbarton 
Green and 20 at Roundhouse estate.Colliery Ex- 
plosives Co., Lid., propoSe extensions to factory 
at Worsley "Mesnes. 

Wores.—E.C. propose following schools in 1952-3 
om ap aye Prim. at Charford estate, Bromsgrove, 
and sec. schools at Droitwich (£128,000) and 
Bewdley (£90,000). 


TENDERS 
accepted. 
provisionally accepted. 


ecommended for jor " acoeptance. 
cepted subject to modification. 
 foesnted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Bootle.—98 houses at Sterrix-la. site, for B.C. 
*Lloyd & Cross, Léd., 68, Argylerst., Birkenhead, 
£144. 351 (subject ey MIG & P approval). 

Chapel-en th.—20 Seabee at Cote-la. estate, 
Hayfield, oj mK at Long-la. estate, Charlesworth, 
for R.D.C.: Mam sf Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., St. 
Martins-rd., Marple, Cheshire. 

Crewe.—40 houses at Wistaston Green ‘estate, fot 
T.C.: *Direct labour, ,027. 

Croydon.—32 flats on the Duppas-ave. estate, for 
B&.: *R. H Lynn & oh a B88 A aca House, 
Coptha'l-ave., Landon, 

Dudley.—Adaptation of or Wychbury House” as a 
children’ peas’, for B.C.: *Baker Bros., Kent-st., 


Upper £7,828. 
shat “Alteontions to the police building in 
Swinburnest for T.C.: *Direct labour, £6,120. 
Glasgow.—New Cranhill School. 
Nab, F.R.I.B.A., architect, 129, - 
ow, W.C.2: "The ‘Scottish Tar Mac 





wood, Gl 
ing Vo , Lid., Glasg £12,244. 
cottages, for ° the Scottish Toiens 
Garden Gir “Associa ion, Ltd. . Mr. Robert L. 


Rankine, -M.T.P., .A. M.Inst.C.E., og, Stay 
Master of Works, Municipal-chbrs., Wallace-sq., 
weet: *“MacTaggart & Nickle, Litd., Glasgow, 


eng pth dwellings. on the Rendlesham-rd/ 
Maury-rd. site for B.C. *Direct labour, £64,500. 

Hackney.—12 dwell inst on Powerscroft-rd./ 
Glenarm-rd. sites for B *Direct labour, £26,000. 
ane to M.L.G. and P. approval. 

Hackney.—Six dwellings on Natford- rd. site for 
BL. *Direct labour, £10,260. 

Hamilton.—Housing schemes at Hillhouse and 
Udston. Plans by ‘the corporation’s architects. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
“P.O. Anderson, £70,414. Slater, roughcasting and 
allied works: *A. Rowatt & Son, Ltd., £12,707. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Wallace & 
Young, Lid., £39,144. (Other contracts let.) 

Hartlepool.—Bank remises_ for Newcastle 
Savings Bank. Marshal] & Tweedy, architects, 
Grainger House, Blackett-st., Newcastle: #G. 
Lazenby & Sons, Ferryhill, Durham 
afipoal Farm estate, for 
3). ae oe & Son, Ilkeston-rd. (20), 
£22,841; *Wm. ood (Heanor), Litd., Fletcher-st. 
(14), gs 3 ve ———,., Ltd., Valley (Wo hs 
Langley Mill (22), £29,141; Sisson & 

32, oh: rd., "Langley ‘i (24), £32,227. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Extensions to works of 
Bushing Co., Ltd. eebbers-oo- type Architects 
Burns, Dick & McKellar, 21, Bllison- Dl, Newcastle: 
*Demolition and Construction Co., 3, St. James’s- 
sq., London, 8. 

istington.—16 flats on Highbury New Park (No. 
1) housing site, for B.C.:— 


Riee & Son, Lid, 8.W.9 ... £33,694 
Ferris Bros., Acton, W.3 32,911 
Geo, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W.1 32,857 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd. 24 32,320 
Richard Costain, Ltd., 8.W.1 32,253 
Harry Neal, L' . 31,982 
Patman & Fotheringham, ‘Ltd., “Na! 31,110 
Rowley Bros., 7 30,996 
*Allen- Pairhead & Sons, Lid., ” Enfie'd, “Middx 30,851 

Islington.—14 maisonettes on sites of Nos. 43-57 


(odd), P teriees rd., for + 8 

T. Peppiatt & Sons, Ltd. 44 
Norman Wright (Builders). 1ia., 8.5.25 | 
ore Bros., N.1 

J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., ‘Wa: 

Matien & Lumeden, oa W.C.1 
Trollope & Oolls, Lid., Wc2 

Geo. Parker & Sons, » egckham, ‘S. * 15 
Mansfield & Nel, tid E.C.3 

*Pitchers, Ltd., N.7. 27, 
Islington. —18 flats on sites of Nos. 78-90. (even), 

ee -rd. and Nos, 69-85 (odd), Tollington-way, 
‘or 


enunueael | 
SSeS SR SeNs 


Richard Costain, Ltd., §.W.1 . + Se 
pages & Son, ltd., SW. hee 38,349 
A. Roome & Co., "Litd., E.9. 38,329 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- on- 
Thames w+ 97,920 
AP. Rowe E ‘(ondon), Ltd., Naz: w+ 91,627 
Tersons, 37,140 
Allen Fairhead eS , ‘Litd., “Enfield 36,657 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., N.1 %,612 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., N.17 %,776 
Lanarkshire.—Houses at Cartland, Qorehouse and 
Haywood. Mr. Samuel MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., archi- 


tect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Homiiton, Excava- 





_Ltd., 58; College-rd., Harrow; A. R 
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tion, brick, building and allied works: *John Logan 
& Sons, Carluke, £14,715. Joinery, carpentry and 
alied ‘works: '*James Forsyth, Lesmahagow, 
£10,502. (Other contracts let.) 

Leamington Spa.—30 houses at Whitnash estate, 
for mee *Edgar Crowder, Litd., South-rd., Bir- 
mingham. 

Leek.—5O Cornish type houses, for -U.D.C.: 
“Selleck Nicholls & Co., Litd., St. Austell, Corn- 
wall, £1,284 each. 

Liverpool.—Reinstatement of war damage and 
renovation of pages transport offices at Hatton 
Garden, . for : *Wm. Moss & Sons, Lid., 4, 
Roscoe- ‘st., Liverpool; seven houses at Princes 
Park area: *C. Heskin (Builders), Ltd., 310, West 
Derby-rd., £12,060; alterations to admin. block 
at Prince Alfred Garage: *Rimmer Bros. (Liver- 
pool), Ltd., Cheadle-ave. 

Liv verpool. —Works, for City Council. 15 police 
houses at various sites, *Albert Bros., Lid., | 
Tynwald-hill, Liverpool, 13, £26,866 two honses at 
Deane-rd., ‘and two at Cameron- o:; “W. A. 
McDonald & Co., Lid., 157, Breckfield-rd. North, 
Liverpool, 5, £7,168. 

London (Air Ministry).—New works contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week: ended July 21. 
Artificers’ work: J. and B. Abbott (Contractors), 
Brinsden, 20, 
Ladysmith. rd., St. Albans ; J. Preston Sons, Ltd., 

Adelaide-st., Fleetwood, Lancs; T. H. Kenyan 
> Sons, Ltd., Croxley- rd., "London, W.9; S. Lupton 
& Sons, 51, Windsor House, Victoria-st., London, 
§8.W.1; M. A. see (Contractors), "Ltd., 22, 
Bilston. st., Wolver Arundel & Co. 
(Louth Lid., Cornmar a Louth, Lincs y Bosworth 
& Walotord, *Ltd., Daventry, Northants. Heati ting 
and ‘hot water supply : Newman & Watson, Ltd., 
70, Salusbury-rd., London, N.W.6. Heating and 
ventilation services: Benham & Sons, Ltd., 66, Wig- 
more-st., London, W.1. 


qLondon (M.0O. W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended July 14 

London : Clissold Pelephone Exchan, extension, 
G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., Sheridan ork’, Thorpe- 
¥.. Forest Gate; Beulah Hill, Norwood, erection 

of telephone delivery office, Truett & Steel, Ltd., 
High-st., Thornton Heath. Durham: Plawsworth, 
erection of telephone repeater station, Isaac Berri- 
man, Fencehouses. Gloucestershire : H.P.O., So 
st., Cirencester alterations, Newcombe, Be Lid., 
Cricklade-st., Cirencester; ‘H.M.S.0., All Salnisst.” 
Bristol, interior decoratfons, T. H. Ken ” & Sons, 
Ltd., Chancellors Works, Groxley-rd., 9. Hamp- 
shire: South Western Hotel, Canute-rd., Southamp- 
ton, external painting, R. i. Hammond, Ltd., 
Winchester-rd., Southampton. 











The ONLY Stripper 


that works as well 
OUTdoors as INdoors 


SAFE 





. Guaranteed 
Neutral and Harmless. 


SURE .... 200 years’ 


accumulations have been stripped. 


SAVES... 


Its cost in 
time saved. 





'QUICKSTRYP 31 





PIN to Trade-card or Bill-head 
THIS for details and nearest 
Stockists. 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED. 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 


B. Dept, _ 
57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone: CLissold 5307 
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Lanarkshire: British Restaurani 
odnielione James Ritchie { . 14d. Grease 
holme. sie o} Man: 


rd., Epsom. 

College, iawn, Wenner - decora- 
tions, A. Sons, Lid., Navigation-st., 
Wolverham Fs W.O., T.0.B., Droitwich, altera- 
tions, G. Harrison & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 130, 
Worcester-rd., Droitwich. 

BR oe = (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 

W.D. during week ended July 14:— 
Durham : Baliding work, puny Stephenson, 
Bishop Auckland. — Yorkshire 
decorating, John Roxby Surtees, Lid., 
Camp; building work, John Craven & * Son, Ltd. 
Thirsk; miscellaneous, John Craven & Son, Ltd., 
Thirsk; painting and decorating, Harold G. Oates, 
Ltd., Bradford. Midlothian: Road work, H. V. 
Smith & Co., Lid., Beaker. 

Kent : Misoeli aneous, H. Goodsell, Maidstone. 
Sussex: Miscellaneous, W. Stirling, Chichester. 
Dumbartonshire: Concrete work, Hugh Broadley, 
Ltd., Glasgow. Ross and Cromarty : Concre 
work, W. J. R. Watson, Lid., Edinburgh. Wilts: 
Painting, Fields, .Ltd., Reading. ampshire : 
Painting, A. Sharrocks, *Lid., Aldershot. 


Market Drayton.—28 houses at Dalelands estate, 
a U.D.C.; *3. A. Harvey, Ltd., Market Drayton, 


43,257. 

Middlesbrough.—Alterations to Middlesbrough 
general — to provide casualty’ and out- 
— dept sae the a a Tyne Regional 

ospita Pp. -B. nighton, M.B.E., 
anew Benta’s Chief F rchiten *H. Thomp- 
son, Ltd., Stonehouse-st., Middlesbrough, £7,577 
(subject to M.L.G. & P. ‘approval). 

Newbiggin (Northumbertand).—Erection of 60 
houses on the Spital’ estate. . 8S. Robson, Sur 
veyor: *Direct labour. 

Nuneaton.—Houses for B.C.:—Four at Marston 
estate: *T. Gudgeon & Sons, 25, Kem-st., Atten- 
borough, £5,342; 24 Cornish ‘Unit ype houses at 
Heath End-rd. site : =, Nicholls & Co., Ltd., 
St. Austell, Cornwall, £34 

Seaham.—-40 houses on the Westlea estate, for. 
U.D.C.: *Thomas -Armstrong, Ltd., Robson-st., 
Newcastle. 


Sheffield.—_Works for Regional Hospital Board.— 
Additional accommodation at King Edward VIE 
Hospital: *A. Bradbury & Sons, L 334, Ceme- 
tery-rd., Sheffield, £47,582; block for low-grade 
patients at Stretton ‘Hall: *H. Herbert & Sons, 
33, Millstone-la., Leicester, £31,948; block for low- 
rade patients at Caistor Institution: *H. Ashton 

Son, Newport-st., Barton-on-Humber, Lincs, 
£24,149; eight staff houses at Saxondale: *J. W. 
samp & Co., Ltd., Bobbers Mill, Nottingham, 


£16 

aaa (Co. Durham).—Steelwork for the new 

ag | for Messrs. Ransome and Marr. Archi- 
J. H. Napper, 56 Golden-pl. Newcastle: *J. 
tits & Co., Ltd., 9, Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 

Stockport. "—Three-storey block of flats at. Houlds- 
worth eState, for T.C.: . Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London, £68,500. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Houses for T.C.—48 at Stoke-on- 
Trent: *J. Kelly, £64,524; 48 at Blurton Farm estate 
north: *Direct labour, £63,770; 26 at Milton 
estate: *Dickinson (Burslem), Ltd., £3,718; 24 
at Central-dr., Blurton: *G. Minshall '& ‘Co., 
£35,871; 16 at Mill Hill Farm estate, Tunstall: 
*S. 'W. Salt, £21,286. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Four houses, two shops and 
two ——— at Falcon Lodge estate, for B.C.: 
ca ° Son (Builders), Lid., Sutton Coldfield, 

1 4 

Tavistock.—Five houses, four bungalows, four 
male and site works at Greenlands estate, 
for U.D.C. Rossington & Fogden, A. & L.R.1.B.A., 
consultant architects, National Provincial-chbrs., 
Tavistock : Richards & mn, Ltd., 7, Bed- 
ford-park, Bere Alston, Devon, £15,492. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Erection of 30 houses in 
Thornaby-rd., for T.C. Plans ‘by B.E.: *Direct 
labour, £42,748. 

Walthamstow.—Estate managers house and 
-_ Mm Se -up shops and 6 bungalows for B.C. 
*J. & Sons, Ltd., £18,234. Subject to 
M. LG. = . approval. 

Walton and Wione s houses on Foxholes 
housing estate, for U.D.C. E. & S., Council Office, 
Walton-on-Thames: *W. Py "R. Simmons, Ltd., 
Rydens-rd., Walton-on-Thames, £34,334 

Wandsworth.—Erection of a three- storey biock of 
six flats on the Acris-st. housing site:— 
Sees Building Genes ait 


12,700 
Bunting Construction Co., “Ltd. Brixton ... 12,600 
Harold & Bert 57 Pa Balham ... .. 12,019 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., W.C.2 Seok om? an ee 
T. Ringham Co.. tig? Wimbledon ... ... 11,786 
= T. Jones & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon ... 11,63 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Meckwel .- 11,66 
J. Jenkins, iia Streatham ... ps . 10,970 
*Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 


10,730 

Wandsworth.—Erection of a three-storey “block of 
flats on the Barmouth-rd. site :— 

T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., “see .. £15,760 

Harold & Bertram, Ltd. Balham ... .-. 14,460 
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Ppaipamaled Building Contractors, Lid., 
B.W.8 ... wee on tee ‘ue pe ~. 14,460 
Bunting Construction Co., Lid., Brixton ... 14,380 


















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





To all 
indentured Apprentices 
and full or part time 
Building Craft Students 
in the London Region 


FEDERATION 
FESTIVAL 
COMPETITION 


Closing date for entrants— 
Tuesday, July 31st, 1951 | 


Prizes exceed—130 gns. 











Full particulars and information from: 


THE SECRETARY, 
26, GREAT ORMOND STREET, 
HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
“Efembe, Holb, London” 






Telegrams: 
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©. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., W.C.2 a. 13,888 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon =<... 13,851 
H. f. Jones & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon . «- 13,590 
lowitt & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon <.. Sin pod 


F 

*J. Jenkins, Lid., Streatham ... 
Wandsworth.—Erection of a three- storey “block — 

i2 flats on the Endelsham-rd. housing site, 

Balham :— j 

A. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd., 8.W.6 ... ... £33,851 


R. Patten, Ltd., 8.W.17 .. 28,201 
¢ Miskin &. Sons, Lid., “W.C1 27,160 

Troy & Co §.E.1 26,860 
Harel and Bertram, Ltd., 8.W.12 26,789 
gy Bunting Construction Co., iia. “S.W.2 26,400 

F. & C. Costin (1948), Ltd., Harro 25,619 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., "§.W.19 25,545 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd., 

* & pee ie ash si re Kae «.. 25,320 
A. T. Oliver & Sens. Lid., aca . 25,100 
Flowitt & Co., a 2 ee ar 


*Winton Ruffetl hon Ltd., wi 

Wandeworth.—Eroction of Teestecar biseke” “ot 
flats (total s:x dwellings) on sites at Bedgebury- 
edns., forming the third phase of development of 
the Wimbledon Park estate :— 


H. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., 8.W.9_... ag 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., §.E1 Ses + 14,146 
Harold & Bertram, ‘Ltd. s.Wie 13,841 
eee Building Contractors, Ltd., 
S.W 13,660 
M. J. gh eee (Contractors), ltd., North 
Cheam, Surrey ... 13,130 
. 3 Franklin & Some, did, S.W «. 12,988 
Jones & Co., Ltd., ®Wi9” 11,840 
Wooton Bros. Wimbledon). rete ‘B.w.19 11,800 
T. Ringham & ye Ltd., §.W.19 11,739 
*Winton Ruffell & Co., Ltd., W.1 10,641 


Wandsworth.—Erection of a three-storey “plock. of 
six flats on the Lambourn-rd (No. 2) housing site, 


Clapham :— 

Haro‘d & Bertram, Ltd.. Balham. ... ... £16,250 
Amalgamated Building ‘Contractors, Ltd, 
§.W.8 ... an oe ie hiss ne .-- 15,880 












STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED AIL TROUBEES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Sousa, Rig ts. Strand, Lenten, W.C.2 
TEMple Bar 5621 


9 e 
Boyle's -.2=- Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.19 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Bunting Construction Co., Lid., Brixton ... 15,67 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Stockwell .-. 15,265 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., W.C.2 me a bry 
Harvey Marshall, Ltd., Balham |. -.- 14,862 
T. Ringham & Co., Lid., Wimbledon... 1s 
J. Jenkins, Ltd., Streatham ... a —_ 
~ T. Jones & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 4,74 
Ash & Sons, Clapham Common ... 14466 
“Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon ... 13,761 
Westminster.—Erection of blocks 17, 18, “20, al, 
2% and 31 and district heating works at Pimlico 
Gone scheme, section 11, for City Council:— 
(a) Erection "of dwellings -. — works: 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., £599 
(b) Heating and hot water corvinan 3G. N. 
east & Sons, Lid., £40,657 (included in (a) 
above). 
(c) Concrete ducts: tS. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., 
and ancillary works by Works Committee, £8,699. 
(d) Installing heat ey mains: Sulzer 
Brothers (London), Ltd., 
Whitby.—Erection of 2B ao “at Hinderwell, for 
rid ne *F. J. Willis & Son ,Hinderwell, Whitby, 
Woolwich.—30 opting at the Coldharbour 
estate, Contract 4 fs r BC. *E. H. Smith 
(Croydon), Ltd., £55,495. E 
rksop.—20 houses of Harworth, for R.D.C.: 
“Demie & Bell, Ltd., £12,568. 








BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


once used - always used 


|] OP NOe. BOOM mEOm BLClONE DR Adal. ia 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 








THE ESSEX STEEL YA 
SCAFFOLDING C° is 


SALES, HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 295 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS - CONTRACTORS 
AND 


Registered & Head Office 


61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON : 
Telephone : 


CRAYFORD BRIDGE 


LIMITED . 


ENGINEERS 


B.C. 
MONarch 7597-8 


* CRAYFORD + KENT 
Telephone : Bexley Heath 5651-4 











